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S.H0.7-A and S-A(F.Rs. ) 


Ministry oi axternal *r 

(NGO Branch) 


. .Resubmit with previous .papers please. 

i -J3* 

Sa/-B . N . Chakr avarty 
' 19.6.51 

Submitted with connected papers. 

These letters have crossed Secy.CClD's 
detailed reply at S.No. 6-A. He ha$ however got our 
instructions conveyed in our Top Secret telegram a" 
S.Ho. 5-A. 2 . ' S'! 


19.6^51 


. : J* 


V * *<df, 


Secv. (CR) 


IP 




I mentioned this case to P.M, who has also 
seen the photostat copies. A telegram was issued on 
the. 23rd. Also issue the draft dictated. 

"'ll A 

(B.N. Chakra varty) 
-25.6.5liT 




Ministry of External Affairs. 


i-3 A 

I place below a letter from Mr., Sri Prakasa 


to the Prime Minister dated September 12. The 

i 

Prime Minister saw Mr. Ayer today and after dii 

i 

cussion with him asked me to Instruct Mr.Chettur 


to take over the gold and jewellery which are now 

IP 

in^charge of Mr.Murtl and keep it in safe custody 


in the Mission. Mr. Ayer informed the Prime Minis 
that although Shri Subash Bose's ashes are now in 
a temple in Tokyo, there should be no difficulty 


about Mr.Chettur taking charge of them. The Prime 

•V 

Minister suggested our writing to Mr.Chettur to 


take charge of the ashes from Mr.Murtl but not to 



remove the ashes to the Mission. Mr.Chettur should 

f 

be informed accordingly and also told that further 
instruction about the disposal of the ashes and the 

i 

gold will follow. 

2. The Prime Minister suggested to Mr .Ayer that 
he should draw up a full report, on the circumstances 




resulting in Mr. Bose's death, giving details of the 
he 

evidence whici^had collected. On receipt of the 


* - ♦ 

• * ** 

■A? 


report the Prime Minister will consider making a 
suitable statement before Parliament on the subject 
of Shri Bose's death. 

3. Will DS(FEA) kindly take urgent action? 


I _ 
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(S.Dutt) x 

15. 9. 51. 
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Mtmidry •/ JLnUrnal •Af<*irL 

Subject:- Ueta.11 Subash Chandra Dose . 

t 

(1) Ashes: 1 n r y\ 

• A self contained note is attached. Referen- 

ces are at Flags' U, G, and H. 

(2) I .. II. A. Treasure: 

On 23rd June 1951^ the Prime , Minister * s # 
instructions were conveyed by telegram to Mr. Chettur 
saying "you should endeavour to get possession of all 

i 

the treasure on behalf of Government and keep j.t in safe 

i 

custody pending further instructions". Mr. Chettur 
answered "all the treasure, if it existed, save the two 
bobces now. promised by Iyer which are I understand in 
Ranamurxi's possession now, must have ' long ago been con- 
verted into hard cash, commodities and landed property. 

a 

The proceeds must also have been distributed between the 

■ 

parties concerned", three members of this gang being 
liamamurti(IIL) , Capt. Thairatatte and Col. Figgess. It 
’was, therefore, too late to undertake a treasure hunt and, 
in any case, his investigations would involve "a degree 

t 

of publicity which might well prove embarrassing not only 
to the Mission but also to the Government of India". In 
'reply, Mr. Chakravarty explained that he did not think it 
necessary for ILli to start an actual search for the trea- 
sure but that they should ask Ramamurti to hand over the 

| gold which was with him. . Chakravarty added that the 

; / 

PM was out of town but ^Ke would mention the case again to 
him and obtain further orders. There is nothing on file 

I 

to show that th.is was done or that ILM did actually take 
over the r old rT, om lomarrurti. 
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Subject:- Late Shri ’Subha s Chandra Bose. 

» 9 

Spolcen to Secretary(CR’) . Two drafts are 
placed below for approval. • • 


Secretary(CR) 
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PRIME MINISTER'S SECRETARIAT. 



S.A. Ayer saw me some days ago and told 
me about his visit to Japan and of the Inquiries 
he had made there. I have separately spoken to 
you about the gold etc. and I understand that our 
representative has taken possession of this. 


2. The other point that Ayer spoke to me 

about was his inquiry into the air crash which 
brought about the death of Shrl Subhas Chandra 
Bose. As a result of his inquiry he felt dead 
sure that there was no doubt at all about Shri 
Subhas Chandra Bose's death on that occasion. He 
showed me some papers and some photographs and 
some documents signed by the Japanese people. ' 1 
asked him to write out a full report about this. 

'‘papers, 
th 


He has sent me the attached bundle, of 1 * *' 

Please go through them. 



photographs, etc. 

■ 

3. It is for us to consider whether we should 
issue a public statement about this or not. In 
the balance, I am Inclined to think that it would be 
desirable to issue some statement or to make it in 
Parliament. On the other hand, this may lead to 
some controversy, possibly even with Shri Subhas 
Chandra Bose's family. 

4. I think the best course would be for us to 
draft some such statement and to send it to Shri 
SubhaS Chandra Bose's family. After hearing from 
them, we could take a final decision about 
publication. 






(J. Nehru) 
26.9.1951. 


No. 3 337 -PM. 


y£ 

I told P.M.that it would be inadvisable 


J KVtOT 
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for him to faeew o a statement now.’ Whether or not 

• in* id 

Shri Subhas Bose is dead is not a, live issue at 
present. I have no doubt on the evidence that 

# • t 

'Shri Bose is dead, but P.M.'s political opponents 
would utilise any statement made by him for pro- 
paganda purposes particularly in view of the forth- 
coming elections. I dUud that there 

is a significant reference in Habibur Rehman's 
statement to Netaji Bose's intention to get out 

r v ft 





p*> ijjim 

of the plane at Dairen and to the Intention of 
the Japanese authorities to let him ,cross over 
to the Russian-held territory. Habibur Rahman' s 

' i ) 4 ' ' . 

±s the really important evidenoe, and those who 
still cherish the belief that Netaji Bose is 
alive and is somewhere in Russian-held territory, 
will seize upon any piece of evidence in support 
of their theory. 

• ■ •' ' • ' • ■ ■ ■ • < 

I also pointed out to P.M. that*. whereas 

f ' • ! .;•* 

according to Habibur Rehman the dead body was 

. - .» ’ • • 

cremated on the 20th August 1945, according to 

• * r> -> ' v* ‘ ‘ • » 

• . * • • • 

the municipal certificate the cremation took place 

' . ‘ 

at 6 p.m.on the 22nd August 1945. One could 
understand a fictitious name being used in the 

l 

death certificate and in the cremation. certificate, 

i 

but there was no necessity of using a fictitious 

% 

date of .cremation. Either Habibur Rehman'. s 

, * ./ 

memory must, have played him false or there is 

t - * ‘ 

something wrong with the cremation certificate. 

P.M. asked me to record my remarks and 
also agreed with me that I should write to Shri 

Anand Mohan Sahay to whose house Habibur Rehman 

t- ' 

went on return to Tokyo after the accident. The 
y 

letter below to Shri Sahay should issue without 
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delay. 


(S.Dutt) 
27. 9. 51. 
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D.S.CFBA) may see. We may wait for' the further 
communication promised by Mr. Chettur, To 26,7' 

, r • : ' t • ■ 

Cad) S. Dutt. 

• 1 ' • 12.10,51 

' ' - " ‘ " f ‘ 

ice- 

ssgf 

Lallamanl 
15.10.51, 

The phrase 'in the charge of Mr^Ramamurtl 1 . was first y 
ewriwi-fj -,w in our letter to Mr. Chettur at S.Uo.31-A, 
based on' fiecy.C .R 1 s minute at Ho. 24, 


•in the charge of , Who has first used this- phrase*? Please tre 
C Mr.Ramamurti. of emanation. 

' , (sd) La Hi 
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The file is' resubmitted with reference to Sacy.(CH)'s 
note on S.No.37-A. The further communication promised by < 
Mr. Chettur has not yet been received. 
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i'iinifetryvof Eternal Affairs « 



Ref : S .ho .46 -a 



V<e have not yet received a reply to the J.O. letter 
to i>ir. oahay at S.N0.46-A. A draft reminder is put up 
for approval. 1 
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. TOPVSECR 


Ministry of External Affairs 

Mr. Iyer has spoken, I believe, more than 
once to P.M. about the INA properties which were 


in the possession of Mr. Ram Murty and pbout Netaji 


Subhas Bose's ashes. Since Dy. Secy. will be busy 

• ( 

with the visit of the Chinese Cultural Mission 


during the next two months, will U.S.(FEA) please 
prepare a summary of the Information received from 

x \ ' i \ r 

Mr.Chettur about the properties hnd the ashes? Mr. 


Chettur seems to think Mr. Iyer's conduct in regard 


to the cash, and valuables left by Netaji rather 
suspicious. P.M. ought to know about this. 

The papers should be placed before F.S. 
since he deals with Far East. 



^ ^ 


* t 
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(S.Dutt) r- 
27. 10. 51. 
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Ref : Note above 

• * 

Submitted with connected papers. 
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• Subject:- X.r.A. 
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Ur 


' Hr. Chettur's report on the IIIA property^ handed over 
to his representative 'by Mr. Ramamurthi, is at Flag 'O'. At • 
SecretaryU^R) 1 s suprestion a summary of it was shown to PM, 


2. 


Hr. Sahay has not yet replied to Secretary(CR) 1 s. letter 


asking for ’a note on the plan 1 which Shri Subhgs Chandra Bose 
'had in mind at the time he left Saigon by air in August 1245.1 
I sent a reminder ten days ago. 


3. I sha!H mak ■ enquiries about Hr. Iyer's publication. 

1 
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31-12-1951 
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' Ministry of External Affairs 

U J. 

We have still not receive3 a reply to Secy . CCR) ' s, 
D.O. to Mr. Sahay a.t S.No.46-A, in sMte of a reminder 
vide S. No. 47- A. A draft D.O. is put' up for approval. 
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I asked for this report from Mr. Sahay in the 
hope that the material supplied by him would be of 
use in checking up Mr. K. A. Ayer,' s conclusions. 

Mr. Ayer, however, has already published his book. 
Mr. Sahay' s report should, therefore, be filed with 
other papers on the subject and no immediate action 
is necessaryt There would be no objection, however, 
is letting Ayer have a copy of ihe report for his 
personal information. 

I 

Incidentally,- will DS(XP) kindly obtain a 
copy of Ayer's book? 


US (FISA) 



i 

(S.Dutt) 

30.1.1952. 
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PRIME MINISTER'S SECRETARIAT. 1 


MH 


<r?-A 


, ■ S£. 

" 

I enclose a copy of a letter addressed 
to Dr B.C. Roy, Chief Minister of West Bengal. 
Will you please send to Dr Roy a copy of Ayer's 
report or a copy of the resume ,of the report that 
we are placing before Parliament? 

*/•.&» M .■**•* ■• 
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1.3.1952. 
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(Camp: Chlttaranjan) 
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Mlii External Affairs 
(NGO Branch) 


-.v*. . „ 


D.No.209B-HG0/52 


(h 


FR 




The photographs and other documents received 
from Mr. S.A. Ayer with his report dt.24.9.51 at S.Ho. 
33-A (Slip '0'.) are placed in the folder at flag 'Z* . 
The photographs may now be returned to Mr. Ayer. 

A draft is submitted for approval. 
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The note at slip 'A' briefly summarises the 
position regarding the I.N.A. treasure. 

f 

2. The contents of the treasure, which was taken 
possession of from Mr. Ram Murthy by our Mission in 
Tokycj at our instance,on the 24th September 1951, are 
given at slip *G* . 

3. As Japap is now a sovereign state, there is not 
likely to be any difficulty about bringing the treasure 
over to India. Ve may perhaps consult our Ambassador 
in Tokyo on the point. £> 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS . 

* ^ fcl - A- 

Reference : Mr.B.N.Kaul 1 s letter No.DS/11951 dated 
4ll0-52 to the Foreign Secretary. (F.R) . 



Subject : 

Notes 


I.N.A. TREASURE 


I. In June 1951, when Mr.S. A. Aiyer , formerly 
Publicity Adviser I.N.A. , was on a visit to Japan, 
the Prime Minister cabled to Mr .K.K.Chettur saying 

t 

t 

that he should "endeavour to get possession of 

1 

all the (I.N.A) treasure on behalf of Government 
and keep it in safe custody pending further 
instructions'*. 

I / 

On his return to India, Aiyer denied 
that the Embassy had approached him in the matter 
and urged that they be asked to take over charge 
of the treasure from his former I.N.A. colleague 
in Tokyo, Mr. Ram Murthy. 

After prolonged correspondence with the 
Foreign Secretary. Mr.Chettur reported that his 

Embassy had r — -marl y taken possession of the I.N.A 

’ A " , J® 

treasure on September the 24th. ( A list of the 

t 

articles is attached .) It is worth noting that 

the whole of the Ambassador's correspondence 

is charged with deep suspicion of the integrity 
* $ • 
of Mr. Aiyer who, "apprehensive of the early 

conclusion of the Peace Treaty" went to Tokyo' 

"to divide the loot and to salve his and Murthy' s 

conscience by handing over a small quantity 

to Government in the hope that, by doing so, 

he would also succeed in drawing d red-herring 

II across the trail". 


0 . 
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S.1»o.77-a Fit 

toould like to see pps, 


Sd/- Anil'K. Chanda 
23.10.52 


Pps, 


*• 

I ■' 


Sd'/- Leilamani Naidu 
23.10.52 



Submitted with connected papers. 
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Subject; I.N.A. TREASURE 
In response to our enquiry about the 
possible transfer of the I C N C A. treasure to India, 

Mr •Rauf has cabled to say that he is sending it 
through Mr.Damle of the Agriculture Ministry who is 

• \ 4 f- yHj 

• 9 * %j} 

returning to Delhi from Tokyo, on November the 7th. 

SUGGESTIONS y 

(a) i Mr.K.K.Chettur * s list of the contents 

of the I.N.A. treasure bears no signature 
or seal. I feel that we should afek Mr .Rauf 

i . . * . . v 3 

* 

to send us a fresh list, duly authenticated. 

(b) It would also facilitate matters if a 
decision were now taken regarding custodian- 
ship of the treasure in New Delhi. I venture 

to suggest that the Prime Minister authorize 

; • 

• I 

the two Secretaries,' FS and CS, to take 

l ’ • 

charge of the treasure from Mr.Damle next 
week. JS(AD) could perhaps arrange to have 
it duly checked and deposited in his safe? 
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Resubmitted with reference to JS(AD) ' s margli 
note dated 30. 10 • 62 on pre-page. 
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HQSI IMMSPME- 
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I am not at all clear about Customs examination. 

I have not forgotten my Customs Law, w even Government -pro 
perty has to pay duty. However, ycu^&Gftox Take this up 
with C.B.R., explaining the whole background. 


Bf* 


D.S.CPgft) 

i » ** 


: - ' * • , 

•\ .<• W • '• 



(R.K. Nehru) 
9.11.52 
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Flease see Foreign > Secretary* g note , p.I ^ 


a few jnonths ago, the Government of India 
took oyer charge, in Tokyo, of some property 
belonging to the former "Indian national Army" . 
This was done at the specific request of seme 
officers of the I.N.A. who had kept the property 
with them since the reported* death of 9hri Subhas 
Chandra Bose. . ; r 


*> By order of the Prime “iDister, this IRA 
property has now been sent to India through 

... * , »• * L*. * - 

Mr bamle. Joint Secretary in the “inistry of 
Food and Agriculture . He is travelling by 
Pan .American Airways flight 3* leaving Tokyo 
today and reaching Delhi on the evening of 
Monday, 10th November. The property consists 
of gold ornaments and dust and broken pieces 
. ahd is being carried in a steel attache case. 


Tfe would be grateful if urgent instructions 

were kindly 1 issued to the Customs authorities to 

* * • * i »_ ./ % • * #% 

exempt -the cohtents of this steel attache case 
from examination and import duty. 



' FINANCE MINISTRY (RD). Shri Ra.larara Rao 

■ - '■ — 

Ministry of External Affairs, (FGO). 

Discussed with H(CX) . 

, , i -* » ^ . -XTn * x 

As pointed out already by Foreign Secretary, even Government 

imports have to pay Customs duty., The Tariff provides for the 

... • ' - * - 

« ♦ T*' • • • r* f 14 

levy of duty on goods per se and does not take into account other 
factors. The gold ornaments etc., being imported from Tokyo are 

i 

thus liable to duty and we can see no reason for exonpting them 



from payment thereof. We would have no objection to Customs 
o , . . * • . '•? 

•xemption being waived provided the Ministry of External Affairs 
• • • * ' * 
have with them a detailed list of the articles in question giving 

f * « * gjK j 

the weights and value of each item thereof. In that case, as is 


permissible for Government stores, the goods may be cleared under 

t n ;»••*» . } | f ^ ..>« * 

t.h* Hot *» ft Pass procedure , under v^iloh the floods are cleared 


'4 


h r jjr'k Qfff?-- / 

immediately on a Kacha Bill of Entry and duty is credited afterwards 

■ 

by book adjustment. If, however, detailed particulars of the articles ■ 

Aw 

49 not available then it will not be possible to waive Customs examina- 
tion because the goods will-.have to be assessed to duty. I have 
explained the position to Miss Naidu over the telephone and she‘has 

> I • ‘ ' i* f .L 

stated that we^will hear furth.dk* from < them in the matter. 

I understood from Miss Naidu that most of these articles 
were broken bits of jewellery etc. They would, therefore, be classifie|d 
as gold bullion and would require an import licence from the Reserve 

Bank of India. I have, however, spoken to Mr.S.S.Shlralkar of the 

* ■ ’ , • 

Economic Affairs Department of this Ministry and he states that in 

anticipation of such approval of the Reserve Bank they would have 

s 

no objection to the gold being cleared without such a permit. The 

i 

t 

Ministry of External Affairs may’ see. 



(A.K.Mukarji) 

10 . 11 . 52 . 


Ministry of External Affairs (Miss Lailamani Naidu ) 






Since writing the above note, I have received a call from 
Miss Lailamani Naidu and I am informed that the Ministry of External 
Affairs have a detailed list of articles in question giving the 
weights and value of each item thereof. In the circumstances we 

have issued instructions to the Collector of Central Excise, Delhi, 

v > 

to allow clearance . of the goods in question under theNote and Pass 

© 

system, as per copy of jqy D.O. placed below. 

1 ■ 

The Ministry of External Affairs may see through the 


Economic Affairs Department, 
f TV*.*-* — 




Mukarji) 10.11 

_ Naid u) 

Ministry of Finance (Revenue Divisiop^-'u.o. No. 159 <t D«3*(Cus)/52 

10th November, 1952. 


Economic Affairs DeDartmentXShrf~5.S.Shlralkac ^ 

Ministry of External Affairs (Miss Lallamarii Nai< 



Ministry oj External Affairs. ^ 


0 Jfa- . us**-*: 


/ s ~' 


SujU* 'Ixivtvw-S l/VV'ttT I'JTXw'i— . 



II* 


M. A 


*y«f 


AlvU^^^VJ ?v> 


<vtxu. ( .^\) 

Mv/*.K • 



igSg? 

■ 


External Affair*. '~0> U-U-:T 2 

* ■• “ - r .^ % ' .*••:• «' Aiqcjl; 

Wc ^v^yvx ''f cJasC*^ «>— , / $\/3 

i 

w^c . ru ^ ^ VWW» ^zJy^v^r^J 

u^ t/(\ 't'^l CVV V^to ^/1 V^Wv\ * 



/ 

( 


m 




T-- ‘V a .-4’ s iJe P aJ Tt 1 B B ? Lt -* >r< S.S.anralkar) 

(Hist Leilamani Ha: 


HEMB H 


7 

Jr' 


[■ Finance 



w # vv/ua;/ ^ 

t. 10. 11. 62 ... 


* 

* ■ ■ ,‘f. 1 


Sd. S. S. auxalkar 

/ 10.11.62 


(Ministry of External ^Affairs) 
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J.S.CAD) is now handling the matter. . 
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Sd.L.Naidu, 

10.11.62 
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&en and returned with thanks. 
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Sd/H. Dayal. : 
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Iiff.A. Tmaura. 


This will soon bo arriving and will be placed 
in a, safe deposit vault. 

2 . Most of the treasure consists of damaged 
articles of jewellery. There are also some gold pieces. 
There is no provision in the Customs Law for the exemp- 
tion of such articles from duty. Even Government 
imports have to pay duty. 

3. The only alternative is to treat them as 
objects of historical value. If it is clearly stated at 
the time of Import that Government's intention is to 
display them in a public place, such as a museum, they 
would be exempt from duty. I presume that some time or 
other, when we have cm historical museum, we shall keep 
these articles there in a special section devoted to 
India's struggle for freedom. Many objects of Interest 
connected with the INA and other freedom movements 
could be kept in that section. 

4. If P.M. could confirm that it is. the intention 

to keep these articles in a museum at some future date— 
and not to sell them and use the proceeds for some 
national purpose— I Shall inform the Central Board of 
Revenue that we are claiming exemption from duty on 
that ground. * . • 


OiJ- 




(R.K. Nehru) 
11.11.1952. 


P.M. 




PRIME MINISTER'S SECRETARIAT 

— 

It is difficult to say now what we will 
with these articles dr gold pieces. We may inform 
the Central Board of Revenue, that it is our present 
intention to treat them as historical articles which 
might be kept in a museum. In the event of our 
deciding otherwise later, we shall naturally pay 
such duty as may be decided upon. You should really 
find out from the' Finance Ministry what they advise 
in this matter. This is, in a sense, Government 
property. We do not yet know what the value of It 
is, and what we will do with it. 
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(J. Nehru) 
11-11-1952 
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I had consulted Finance Ministtjrbefore 
sending this note to P.M. By. an bversight, I did not 
mention, this in my note. 

, 4 * '* i *• ’ ‘ • . • : v / ' - • r 

,2. * I presume Finance Ministry .will' have no’ 

objection tp our claiming exemption on. the ground, 
and subject to the condition, stated in'P.M., 1 s minute. 
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Pp. 

Sd/- Lellamanl Naidu 
17.1 1.52 

Submitted with connected papers. 






2. As regards para 3 of the F.R., it would perhaps 
be desirable to keep this transaction separate from 
official accounts. 

^'■ iw 


I.N.A. TREASURE 


Mr, Rauf has just' written to say that, 

in addition to the gold already sent to us, 

« * • ♦ . ’ $ * 

Mr, Mur thy had handed over twenty thousand Yens 

1 > . 

in cash to our Embassy in Tokyo, Mr .Rauf wishes 

• » 1 

to know whether this amount may be credited ,to 

1 

the Embassy account. Even though the Prime Minister 

* 

has said that the I.N.A. Treasure is n in a sense 

» 

Government property" , a decision is required as 
to whether Government is, therefore, at liberty 
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to utilise the cash for administrative purposes. 
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I.N.A. Treasure. 


' The articles of jewellery, etc. have arrived and have 
been kept in safe deposit. Dr Rauf Is still holding 
20,000 Yen in cash which Is also part of the treasure, 
wishes to know whether this should be credited to the 
.Embassy account. 

2. It is our present Intention to treat all these arti- 
cles which have been brought from Japan as historical 
articles. Later on they may be kept in a museum. If it 
is decided to keep them in a museum, we shall get the 
currency notes, etc. which Dr Rauf is holding and put them 
along with the other articles. If the decision is to sell 
the articles and use the proceeds for some national purpose, 

,Dr Rauf will be asked to send us the money which will be 
added to the other proceeds. 

• J‘ J /• • f i Jk ( *1 O V. > * 7*5 | • 

3. V As we are still uncertain about the ultimate use of 
all this treasure, I think Dr Rauf < should be asked to keep 
the currency notes, etc. with him for the present. If he 
sends the notes to us here, there may be some difficulty in 
getting them exchanged for rupees in case it is decided to 
use the proceeds for soAe national purpose and not to display 
the articles in a museum. i . 


4. 


P.M. should see. 






(R.K. Nehru) 
19.11.52 
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1. Issue letter placed below. 

2. Send file direct to JS^AD) for action 

on P.M's note aboye. 1 . 
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P.M. asked for this information some ’days ago. I 
believe I asked J.S.(AD). to let, me have a list. 
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- ' J . 1 (R.K. Nehru) 
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PM, some tiro ago, enquired about the I.N.A. 
treasure. The treasure, apart from the currency nates, ■ 
has arrived. A list of the articles is attached. External 
Affairs Ministry say that a more detailed list is not 
possible to prepare because many of tie packages contain 
quantititos of broken bits of jewellery etc., which could, 
not be easily itemized. Central Board of Rfyvecjie have bee 
consulted and they. are of the view that Vi«s "duty will be 
.payable unless tbs articles are treated as articlea of.>„ 
his tori cal. value «id. are -displayed ih a museum. It has 
yet been decided 'what* vd.H~-bfcf don&”Hii*in)tia3«p‘Aart ic Is s. 

Thes a articles are roughly valued at H 3 .90,000/-. 





\ S . In addition to these articles, there is a atuu u± y 

20,000 yens Btill lying with our Enhasay In Tokyo. . j 

' t*/ Vr 

3* The articles which i arrived- in India are kopt 1 TC 

the External Affairs Ministry. P.M., I understand, , k 

expressed a desire to see these articles. They can be 

seer at any time convenient to him. ! ’ .. . ! 




( B.N. Kaul )' 
21. 12. 1952. 
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I should like to see the se articles 
then discuss about them with S.G. a^id F.S. 

The money lying with our Embassy in 
i.e. 20,000 Yen, might be transferred here. 

( J. Nehru) . 
3-1-1953 


and 

Tokyo, 
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PM saw the articles yesterday. We shall be 
grateful for instructions a$ to their 1 disposal. We 
have meanwhile received a 'letter from the customs 
authorities about assessment of duty. Duty will not 
be payable if the articles are kept for display in a 
public place such as a museum. If it is decided that 
they should be otherwise disposed of, they will have to be 
assessed to duty. The Embassy at Tokyo valued them 
t at Rs .90,000 for purposes of insurance. This valuation 
seems excessive, and if any questiop of payment of duty 
arises I think we should try to arrange with the cusl 
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authorities to get them revalued in their presence. 

- 

2 * We are »" a nfcing separately for the transfer 

of the amount of 20,000 yen^ fl-om Tokyo in rupees 
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(H. Dayal) 

10.1. 1B53. 
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PRIME 



TEE'S SECRETARIAT. — 


I.N.A. Treasure. 


•fife 


t ’ -41 

' ■ j,tj * • , 

I saw this "Treasure". It made a poor 
show. Apart from some gold pieces, It consists 
of charred remains of some rather cheap Jewel le ry .> 
chiefly some silver and gold articles, all broken*" 
up. 

V ' ■ - 

I think that this should be* kept as it is.’? 
Apart from everything else, it is some evidence 
of the aircraft accident and subsequent fire. - I 
mentioned this matter to the Finance Minister today 
and he said he would look Into It. > You might s 
the papers to him. ' ~ r-w. ! 

m 



\J N. 

(J. Nehru). 
9-1-1353 
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We have sent an interim reply to the Central 
Excise Directorate, Delhi, vide our letter at S.No . 1 35-A.. 
This file may now be sent to the Ministry of Finance 
(Mr. Shiralkary with reference to J.S.('AD'sj minute 
ho. 138. \ . 

2.. The Ministry of Finance' will no', doubt show these 
papers to H.M. (Finance ) with reference to P.M’s minute 
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' , MINISTRY OF EINANCE ( REV . DIVN >\) 

■f v • • ■ - y 

«, • • • * . ..'■' 

In the light of Finance Minister’s latter 
No.l67-PSF/53 dated 1,9. 1.53 to P.M. , instructions 
have been issued to the . Collector of Central 

Excise, Delhi, exempting the articles in question 

/* 

from payment of customs duty, as per copy. placed 

»» A* 

below. 

2. The Ministry of External Affairs may now 

see . " 


'( A. K. Mukarji) 
21. 1’. 53 

Min. of External Affairs 

m i ' H. M oj r H r infl i )j tj.o.no. i 5 9- /D5 k ( cV 8 2^f?53 
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The precedent cited by th« i4inistry of Finance may 
please l)e seen a^ S.wo.25-A of file No.3l/97/DG0-52, placed 
below. 

2. We may in the first Instance ask our Ambassador in. 

Tokyo if there would be any difficulty in remitting the amount 
to us because of exchange control regulations and if so, in 
which month's accounts the credit is -shown. Draft submitted 
for approval. The person to whom the money is to be credited.; ■ 
in India may kindly be indicated in the draft. - Necessary 
itSL, instructions to the A.(u.C.R. will be put up >on receipt c 

reply * ' ■ iSB wHW 
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xeference S.Do.1A3-a 

*3* >1 » * v ‘ r. ; : ;♦> 

No reply has been received so. 'far' from our Ambassador • 
at Tokyo to our letter dated the 24th January 1953 at S.No.143-A. 
We m send a reminder. Draft ‘Submitted for approval. 
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Sd/- H. Dayal 
1.4.53 
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Submitted with connected papers. , 
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Reference D . I * s ) note on prepage, 

a draft d.o. to Shri P.ii. Krishna swamy is submittt 


for approval. 
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Finance Ministry, Department of Economic 
Affairs, Exchange Cpntrol Branch, have already agreed 
to the remittance of this amount to India by crediting 
it to the Embassy's account against payment in India, 
vide Mr. Shiralkar' s note dated 16.1.53 at minute 138, 
A formal sanction may now issue as desired by the 
Additional Accountant General in the F.R. The draft 
sanction will be put up on receipt of a reply from 
our Ambassador in Tokyo to our letter dated 5.5.53 
at S.No.l50-A. The sanction may 'then issue from the 
Ministry of Finance as was done in the^case cited by 
them in minute 133. • » 
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Submitted with reference to our note at 
minute 1 5 A above. In our letter at S.No.150-A, 
we specifically wanted to know the ,date on which 
the amount is credited to Government by our Embassy 
in Tokyo. The F.R. does not give this information. 
It is, however, presumed that the date, would be the 
same as the .date of the^letter viz. 1 5th* May 1953. 

A draft sanction is put up for approval on this 
basis, which may issue from the Ministry of Finance 
Department of Economic Affairs, Exchange Control 
Branch . 
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Ministry of External Affairs. 

I.N.A. Treasure. 

Some months ago, PM saw the "treasure 4 * received 
from Tokyo, consisting of some charred and broken pieces 




‘ i- T/ 


■ , 

• We have now received from our Embassy at Tokyo 


of Jewellery. 

2. 

Rs .265/10/- , being the equivalent of the, amount of 
20,000 Ten, which was amt deposited there In cash. - 

v i,i *■ 

3. The pieces of metal and the cash are in a safe 

J # f * * **. ?f : " 

in this Ministry, of which the key is in my personal 
custody. PM decided that the "treasure" should be 
kept as evidence of the alrqraft accident and subsequent 
fire. The money too was transferred here on his 
instructions. Presumably it will be used for. a charitable 
purpose. 

4. The use to be made of these articles and of the 

1 w 

money in India seems to fall outside the sphere of this 
Ministry. Would PM$ Secretariat kindly take over the 
"treasure" and the cash? 
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- 



PPS t</PM. 
r ~/ UL — 



(H. Dayal) 
29-7-53. 


PRIME MINISTER* 3 SECRETARIAT . 


- 

r hSVjJGI MV* 

<? > r nn — -*• 
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PM 1 s lest decision evidently was that these articles should 
be kept as evidence of the aircraft accident and of subsequent 
fire* So long a? they are to serve .this purpose, 1 suppose they 
have an External Affairs r 4 i±ttffl^noreover, questions about Shri 
Subhas Chandra' Bose 1 a death are still being raised. For the 
present, therefore, to my mind, they should remain with the £A 
Ministry. When thay are to go to a museum, as Prime Minister, at 
an earlier stage, thought, they may be passed direct to the museum 
chosen for this purpose. 

2. I do not know \4i ether PM, at any stage, expressed the 
Opinion that these articles should beusec®ibr,a charitable purpose. 


( B.N. Kaul ) 
3. 8. 1953. 
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Ministry of ' External Affairs. 



•' y?-' 

The notes £fcom- minutes- 168 will recall this 
case. 1 discussed the question or dlsposal^pi the 
"treasure", with Shri M.O. Mathal during JS(AD)'s 

absence on leave. Shri Mathal said that he would make 

* >, ' 

enquiries and let us know where the "treasure" could 

t*. , - t _ py 

most suitably^kept and displayed and would also/arrange- 
\ * ^ Ml 

ments to take it over from us as soon as possible. 

The "treasure" was W/i therefore not lodged in the 

V$syt ~ 

Treasury for safe custody. The box containing it has 

V / ’ -v V 

. * ^ 

been sealed and kept in double lock safe of the 

Av* Iff T ^ v ^ 

Treasurer of the Ministry of External Affairs. 8h*i 

Mathai may be requested, to make arrangements for display 

• * * • » * ; • 

of the "treasure" and take it over from us. 

S. The "treasure*! includes a sum of Rs. 265/10/- 

* 4 

In cash. Shri Mathai' $aid that he would obtain P.M.'s 
orders about the disposal of this amount. 


<7^ 7* 

29-10-63.' 
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Subj.ot.- I.N.A. "Treasure". JJJ— 


8hri M*0* Mathal will recall that I discussed 


tha question of diapoaal of the INA” treasure" with him sons 

•f V ' * V * • 4 “'rj . f '0, . '\i j _ 

tine ego* The "treasure* was received from Tokyo end 
consists of soma charred. end broken pieces of jewellery* 

There la also a sum of Rs*266/l0/» In cash, being the equiva- 

I 

lent of the amount o3 20,000 yen which was deposited with 
our Embassy* The pieces of metal and ,the cash ere In e 

4 i 

looked box which has been put inside a sealed bag end 

% % 

* • ;• 

deposited in the cash chest of the Ministry* This Is not 
. ’ . / / ’ 
e very satisfactory arrangement for Its safe oustody* 

2 * Shri Mathai said that he would Investigate 

in consultation with the Ministry of Education where the 

* ' w 4 * * ' * 

"treasure” could most usefully be kept and displayed, end 


would then make arrangements to take it over from us* The 


cash could perhaps be credited to any INA Fund that might 

T4 # 5#v/J * 

« ’ ** • f * v • • . • . ra , # 

still be in existence* We shall be most grateful if he 
would kindly take action as above and relieve us of the 
responsibility for the oustody of the "treasure"* He would. 

V / _ 

no doubt, obtain P,M**s orders* 



( Devi Diyal ) 
Deputy Secretary* 


3-11-63. ' 


P.M* Secretariat (Shri M.O. Mathal) . 
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PRIME MINISTER' S SECRETARIAT 




ggpA 


• u 

Please s,ee the attached letter from a Buddhist 
priest la Tokyo. You should send a copy of this letter 
to our Ambassador there and ask him to get In touch 
with the writer. The writer should be informed of the 
receipt of his letter and our thanks should be conveyed 
to him for his guarding the ashes of ShrJ. Subhas Chandra 
Bose. He should be told that, of course, at the proper 
time' we shall send for the ashes and have them in India. 
But, for the present, we should like him to keep then 
under his safe custody and to look after them. 




■ 


You might inform the Ambassador that he can 
help the priest in any way that he thinks proper, 
including financially in so far as any money might 
be required for this purpose. You will notice that 
in 1 the priest's letter some reference is made to his 
not receiving any help privately o'r officially. 



(J. Nehru) 
30 - 11-1953 
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"Treasure" and then take suitable action. 



Sd/- M.O.Mathal 
13- 11- 53. 


Dr. S.S.Bhatnagar 



Professor Kablr may kindly get Into touch 
with the parties at once. 

Sd/- S.S.Bhatnagar 
13/11/53 

A * * K-i * •rvJjxt 


Mr. H.Dayal, Mr.Roy, Superintendent,' Central 
Aslan Antiquities Museum and I saw the 'treasure*. It 
is a miscellaneous collection of broken fragments of 
jewellery, ornaments etc., some twisted met?l, presumably 
from an aeroplane and some dust and ashes. The individual 
items -are generally very small and their number is quite 
large. 

r 

All three of us were of the View that it would 
be difficult to exhibit these things as they are not 
suitable for exhibition. If there were any personal 
momentoes of the late Shri Subhas Chandra Bose -like a 
watch or medal, there would have been some interest in 
the articles. The charred pieces of jewellery, some of 
which appear to be of gold and some of base metal, are 
not likely to arouse much interest. As for the' twisted 
metal or dust or ashes, these also are not likely to 
arouse much public interest. 

fry ; f j ( f - « ^ j \ i * ■* *>*■»» 1 * t t 

The best way of dealing with this 'treasure' 
may perhaps be to hand.it over to Shri 1 Bose's family. 

They may exhibit it in the Subhas Museum which is 
proposedvto be set up in Cuttack or in the house in 
Elgin Road, where also a' collection of his things has 

been made. > 

. , . • ' . . . . 

If it is desired that some exhibition of these 
articles should be made in Delhi, I would suggest that a 
selection of some of the broken fragments of metal 
or ornaments may be >-made and arranged in one or two 
shelves in a glass case ahd exhiblte4 in the National 
Museum for a' month or so. Thereafter, this and the rest 
of the material may be given to the late Mr. Bose's 
family. k - 

Minister may kindly see. He may like to 
discuss this with the Prime Minister. • 

' ^ » * * 

Sd/- Humayun Kablr 
27. 11. 1953 


Minister 


It 


I agree that these things should be handed 
over to the family of Shri Subhas Chandra Bose., Since 
there is nothing in these objects of any particular 
interest, I do not think it is necessary to keep these 
objects on exhibition for a month here. 

'‘W-i n- . Sd/- (A.K) Azad. 

28- 11- 53 . 
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Subjects- 


I. N. A. "Treasure" 






•v • • • KX}"'’ 

Shrl M.O. Mathai- will recall that I discussed 
the question of disposal of the INA" treasure" with him some 
time ago. The "treasure" was received from Tokyo and 
consists of some charred and broken pieces of jewellery. 
There is also a sum of Bs.266/10/- in cash, being the equiva- 
lent of the amount of 20,000 yen .which was deposited with 
our Embassy. The pieces of metal and the cash are in a 
locked box whlct^ has' been put inside a sealed bag and 
deposited in the cash chest of the Ministry. This is not* 
a very satisfactory arrangement for its safe custody. 


r. * 


C V 


2. Shri Mathai said that he would investigate 

in consultation with the Ministry of Education where the 
"treasure" could most usefully be kept and. displayed, and 
would then make arrangements to take it over from us. The 
cash could perhaps be credited to any INA Fund that might 
still be in existence. We shall be most grateful if he 
would kindly take action as above and relieve us of the 
responsibility for the custody of the "treasure". He would, 
no doubt, obtain P.M. 's orders. . .-i ' 


8d/- Devi Diyal 
. - 1 Deputy Secretary 
• 3-11-63 


P . M, Sec re tariat (Shrl M.O. Mathai) 

Min. of External Affairs u f o No. 25/4/NGO d/- 3.11.53 

ist ' . 

I suggest that P.M. might write to the Minister 
of Education to authorise someone responsible to get into 
touch with Shrl Harishwar Dayal, Joint Secretary, E.A. 
Ministry to take over the "INA Treasure"' and place it in 

the Museum in Jaipur House or Rashtrapa,tl Ehawan. 

1 

The first, thing the Education Ministry should 
do.ls to have a look at the "Treasure" and get suitable 
covered glass cases to be made in order to preserve the 
"Treasure" property. 


The small amount of money might be credited to 
the INA Fund with, the A.I.C.C. 



P.M. 




Sd/- M.O. Mathai 
3-11-63 

- .... 



It would be desirable for the Education- Ministry 
to take charge of th^.s so-called "Treasure". Please ask 
Dr Bhatnagar or Shri Humayun Kablr about it. 


2. It will not be quite proper for the money to be 

credited to the INA Fund. It should be held by External 
Affairs or by the Education Ministry till we decide about 
it. 


Shrl Mathai 


Sd/- J. Nehru 
12-11-63 

IS’#' 


I suggest that Dr Bhatnagar and Prof Humayun 
Kabir might kindly visit EA Ministry and see the 


of P.M. 


Inis may^kindly be brought to the notice. 

• *.t •• . .. . «.* . V:.‘ 


Sd/-Humayun Kabir 
28/Xl 

Shri M.O.Mathal 

Min of Edu u/o No D. 8088/53 H2 d/- 1-12-63 

m 
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Prime Minister's Secretariat 




These articles cannot be sent to Shri Subhas 
Chandra Bose's family. They have shown no Interest in 
them and they are not even now prepared to admit that 
Shri Subhas Chandra Bose died' in this accident. 

There is no question of holding an exhibition < 
them here.' 1 But they have to> be kept here, care-fully/ 
There are other articles, too which are of historical 
value. There was a flag, a silver charka etc./ All 
relics of Shri Subhas Chandra Bose should be carefully 
preserved in proper cases, 

i 

Shri Subhas Chandra Bose's ashes are still in 
Tokyo preserved in a temple. The question of/their 
being brought to India has been raised from time to 
time, but because of the family's attitude, we have 
been unable to do anything. 


Sd/- J. Nehru 
2-12-1953 


Ministry of Education 






Mr. H.Dayal and Mr. Roy may please see. There- 
after, the "treasure" may be looked in a box and sealed, 
and deposited in the Museum. 1 :.' ; .. 


Sd/- Humayun Kabir 
7/12 


M/E. A. (Mr. Dayal) 


i < 


Ministry of External Affairs 

~ ixx 


r * 


wg. 

, . | * 

• ‘ A* 4*1 


I presume a representative of the Museum will 
come over here and take charge of the box against a 
formal receipt. 

1 Sd/- H.Dayal 

8.12.53 

Mr.Roy (Supdt, Central Aslan Antiquities Museum) 

MinJ of External Affairs u/o No. D . 62 80-NG0 /53 


- 








The box containing the • treasure* as per list 
on the file vas opened and the contents checked and 
thereafter re-locked and re-sealed with the N.G.O. seal 
of the Ministry of External Affairs^ and handed over 
along with the key to Mr. J.K.Roy, Superintendent, 
National Museum, in the presence of Mr. A.C.Banerjl 
of the National Museum. 


ran 


Deputy Secretary 
30.12.1953 




(J.K.Roy) 
30. 12. 1953 



«vf "'3 

(IrrCTBfinerJi) 
30. 12. 1953. 
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Ministry of External 
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Subject*- I.N.A. "Treasure”. 
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CX/VN < 
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Shri M.O . Mathal will recall that I discussed 
the question of disposal of the INA" treasure" with him some 
time ago. The "treasure" was received from Tokyo and 
consists of some charred and broken pieces of jewellery. 

There is also a sum of Rfc, 265/10/- in cash, being the.equiva- 
lent of the amount of 20,000 yen which was deposited with 
our Embassy. The pieces of metal and the cash are in a 

I 

locked box which has been put inside a sealed bag and 
deposited in the cash chest of the Ministry. This is not 
a very satisfactory arrangement for its safe custody. 

2. Shri Mathai said that he would investigatei 

in consultation with the Ministry of Education where the 

• ' i 

"treasure" could most usefully be kept and displayed, and 
would then make arrangements to take it over from us. The 
cash could perhaps be credited to any, INA Fund that might 
still be in existence. We shall be most grateful if he 

f 

I % - 

would kindly take action as above and relieve us of the 
responsibility for the custody of the "treasure". He would, 
no doubt, obtain P.M. 's orders. 







7 

( Devi Diyal ) 
Deputy Secretary. 
3-11-53. 
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P.M, Secretariat (Shri M.O. Mathal) . 
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Mr. H.Dayal, Mr. Roy, Superintendent, Central 
Asian Antiquities Museum and I saw the 'treasure 1 . It 
is a miscellaneous collection of broken fragments of 
Jewellery, ornaments , etc. , some twisted metal, presumably 
fr^m an aeroplane and some dust and ashes. The individual 
items are generally very small and their number is quite 
large. , 

All three of us were of the view that i£ would be 
difficult to exhibit these things as they are not suitable 
for exhibition. If there were any personal momentoes 
,of the late Shri Subhas Chandra Bose like a watch or medal, 
there, would have b6en some interest in the articles. 

The charred pieces of Jewellery, some of which appear 

i 

to be of gold and some of base metal, are not likely to 

arouse much interest. As for the^ twisted metal or dust 

• • 

or ashes, these also are riot likely to arouse much 
public interest. 

The best way of dealing with this 'treasure' may 
perhaps be to hand it over to Shri Bose's family. They 
i may exhibit it in the Subhas Museum which is proposed to 
be set up in Cuttack or in the house in Elgin Road, where 
also a collection of his things has been made. 

If it is desired that some exhibition of these 

♦ 

articles should be made in Delhi, I would suggest that a 
selection of some of the broken fragment's of metal 

j 

or ornaments may be made and arranged in one or two 
shelves in a glass case and exhibited in the National 
Museum for a month or so. Thereafter, this and the, rest 
of the material may be given to 'the late Mr. Bose's family. 

I 

Minister may kindly see. He may like to discuss 
this with the .Prime Minister. 

(Humayun Kabir). 

27 . 11 . 1953 . 
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I agree that all these things should be 
handed over to the family of Shri Subhas Chandra Bose. 
Since there is nothing in these objects of any papticula 
interest, I do not think it is necessary. to keep these 
objects, on exhibition for a mor>th here. 
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Sd/- (A.K) Azad. 
28 - 11- 53 
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These articles cannot be sent to Shri Subhas 
Chandra Bose's family. They have shown no interest. in thf 
and they are not even now prepared to admit that Shri Subl 
Chandra Bose died in this accident. 

There is no question of holding an exhibition of 
them here. But they have to be kept here carefully. The] 
are other articles too which are of historical value. The 
was a flag, a silver charka etc. All relics of Shri Subh 
Chandra Bose should be carefully preserved in proper caser 

Shri Subhas Chandra Bose's ashes are still in Tok. 
preserved in a temple. The question of their 'being broug 
|to India, has also been raised from time to time, but beca 
3f the family' s attitude, we have been unable to do anyth 
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A sum of Fs. 265/10 ( two hundred sixty five/10/-) 

was deposited with the Cashier by D.S.(AD.I) on 30.12.53 
• •/. f • 

on account of Secret Service, fhis amount has not so far 

1 

been withdrawn although a number of reminders have been 

issued. itxisxxBqiiHStsdx&h&txthlxxHKLBHXUtxiQXjcx Orders are 

« 

solicited for the disposal of the amount as it is open to 

* f 

audit objection to keep such amounts undisposed for such a 
long time. 
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Ministry of External Affairs 


I have fully discussed with Dr. Rauf the 

request of the priest of Renkoji temple as conveyed 

<b 

in Mr. Ranbir G inch's letter at F.R. Dr. Rauf said 
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that he wo\ild like personally 'to discuss the matter 
with the Prime Minister. This, he was not able to do. 

He has asked me, however, not to take any action about 
the casket as he will try to oollect some funds in 
Burma and take a casket from there. He has asked me 

to await further communication in this matter. 
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(NGO Section) 
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'A* above is noted. 
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2. This file was withdrawn by D.S.(EA) from, S.A. to 

T.M.,and may now be returned to him with reference "to 
D.S.(AD.I's) note datfed 27.1.54 at minute 20-1. 
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This file is resubmitted with reference to 'A' of 
D.S.(E.A's) note dated 17.3.54 above. No further communi- 
cation has been received so far in this connection from 
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u . A draft is submitted for approval. 
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• I have spoken to Shri liathai who has promised to 
obtain P.M* s orders as soon as possible. 


Sd/- Devi Diyal 
29/6/54 
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I ara inclined to agree with Ambassador Rauf. 

Please put up previous papers, if any, early. 

Sd/- T.N. Raul 

26/6 

Sd/- K.P.S.Menon 

26 / 6 . 

Sd/- Mohd . Yunus 

29/6 ' 
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Submitted with connected papers. In this connection 
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Mi nistry of External Affairs. 
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E.S.(ADP) may please see U.S.(FG)*a note on 


S. No. 222-A. for information. 
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A small amount of Rs. 200/- and odd was 
received by the Minister of External Affairs from 
our Embassy in Tokyo along with the ashes nnd othe 
remains of the late Shri Subhash Chandra Bose. 

This money is being kept in the External Affairs 
Ministry. ' 

» ' 

2. I have consulted the Prime Minister about t 
and he agrees that this amount might be transferre 
to the IMA Relief Fund. The Ministry might get ir 
touch with the General Secretary of the AICC, 7 Jr 
Mantar Road, New Delhi, and have this money transf 
to the IMA Fund. A receipt might be obtained fo? 
the Ministry's record. 

(M.O.* Mathal) 
2.12.1954. 
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Cash Branch.- 



A sum of ft . 265/10 was deposited wit the Cashier by 

•D.S.(Ad.I) now D.S.(F) on 30.12.53. Although a number of 

times remitters ha ve been sent to the Officer concerned 

' by him but the amount has not so fa-- been withdrawn from ur . 

j.t is requested that L).b.(1ik F) rn&y kindly re- ind the 

■ officer concerned ;-ain to withdraw the amount as the 

auditors are strongly objecting to the withholding of this 

amount b^ us for so long a time. 
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L.4U67-UG0/52 


4a) 


®lll 

J~> '7 


toho wrote this letter? Lxplain please, 

i 

Sd/- Leilacnani Naidu 
'» lb. 12. 52 
• x. d- , _ 

The intention in writing to Rev. fri. bharmeswar 
that the ashes of Shri Subhas Uhandra Bose were in the 
custody of the Indian Lmbassy in Tokyo was that the 
ashes were under the control of the hmbassy and within 
their knowledge even though they were not in their 
physical possession. 

2. in this connection a reference is invited to 

Bhri K.K. Chettur*s D.O. No . F . 26 ( 1 4 ]/U8 , dated the 
1st October 1951, at^d.No.37-A in file 25/4/NGO, linked 
below. The following quotation from this letter is 
relevant 

"it may interest you to know that quite some 
months ago we had arranged with the Japanese 
foreign Office here that the ashes would be 
left undisturbed and under our control in the 
temple until further instructions were received 
from this Mission. The priest himself is also 


I 



fully aware of this decision, which was , •(_, , 
explained to him in person." 

3. JW reference is also invited to portion marked ’A’ , r- \ 

of s letter dated 1.3.52 to Dr. b.U.Koy at*S. Do . 57-A u r 1 » 

of file 2 5/4/hliU, and to portion marked 'A' of u . S . ( PDA * s ) 
note aated 14.10.52 at®kinute 17 of file Do. 25/1 3/DGO-52, 
linked below. ' ■ » 
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File No. 
Serial No. 


1. Date of clespatch. 

2. List of enclosures. 


l : 


$ m ^ 


Mtegeffifix 

No. D.4067-WG0/52 Daied 3 


To 



Hev. M. i/hamne sv/ar , ’ 
Nipponzan Myohpji, 
Hanaokayama, 
Kumamoto . 

I Japan ) 


Sir, • 

i am directed to refer to 
this Ministry's letter No. 

' b. 5433-CJK/52, dated the 2^th 
November 1952, and to say that 
the ashes of Shri Subhas Chandra 

l 

Bose are kept in the iienkoji 
temple in Tokyo under the custody 
of the Indian Embassy in Tokyo. 

Yours faithfully, 

\ At — y ' 

U.S.IFL Tj 

,4. ■v'avJ, 


\ut :^'fev) 





lUU-iJfc'ft'i 

** — JK 



D.O. Ho.r.5(l)HGO-I 
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telegrams: indembassy. 

TOKYO 


(BY DIPLOMATIC BE 

EMBASSY OF INDIA IN JAI 

TOKYO. 

11th Dec enter 19 

•• ' i$ 

Dear. Mies Ilaidu, ‘ 

Will you please refer to the Ministry 1 s letter 
No . D . 5433-CJK/ 5 2 , dated the 24th November, addressed 
to Rev. L. Dhames war, stating that tlie ashes of 
Shri Subhas Chandra Bose are in' the custody of Indian 


Embassy in Tokyo? 

2 ; 


I ail afraid there is some misunderstanding as t 1 
ashes are still in the Renkoji Temple ./Please see in 


this connection Hr 1 Chakravarti* c D.u. No.25/4/WG0 dat 
t|ie loth July, 1951, to Mr. Chettur saying that the as’ 
should remain uhere they are. 




Yours sincerely, 

V. 

(V.C. TRIYEDI) 


Miss Leilamani JTaidu. 

Denuty Secretary to the Govt, of India, 
Mihistr- of External Affairs, 

IMP DEIM. ' • 
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D.O- Wo-D.4067»WG0/Sg 


l 

gCHEI 


tho 


s-r 


January, 


1963 . 


Dear Hr. Trivedi, 


* 


A 


Will you please refer to your D.O* No.F.5(l)NG0' 
dated the 11th December 1962, to Miss Naldu, regarding 
the ashes of Sir! Subhs s Chandra Bose ? 

9 


2* Rev. M. Dharmeswar had asked us If India 
Government were willing to take any steps about the 
ashes of Siri FUbhas Chandra Bose now lying at Tokyo* 
Our intention was simply to tell him that the Indian 
Government and our Embassy iA Tokyo were aware of the 
existence of the ashes and had full control over their 
disposal even though these were kept In the Renkojl 
temple* In this connection please refer to Mr* Chettur 
D.O. Ho.F.26(14)/48, dated the 1st October 1951, to 
Mr* Dutt* 



3* To avoid any misunderstanding, however, we 
are writing to Rev* Dharmes)War again to clarify the 
position. 


Yours sincerely, 

9 • 

0 / 

f 

(V.K. Ahuja), 





V.C. Trivedi, Esq*, I.F.S., 
First Secretary, 

Embassy of India, 

Hi 
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to the President, India. < 
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Telegram : CONGRESS 


< 




ALL INDIA CONGRESS COMMITTEE 



7 J ANT Alt MANTA R ROAD 

NEW DELHI-1 

December 11, 1954. 


Dear friend, 

, d 

f ' f ' I hereby acknowledge receipt of your 

v • 

D.O. No. 32 2 7-N CO/54 dated 9th December, 1954 
and authorise Shri Durga Prasad Sharne, the 
bearer of this letter to take payment of Ps. 
265/10/- (Purees two hundred sixty five and 
annas ten only) only received from Tokyo for 
transfer to l.N.A. P.elief Fund. Shri Shanna 
will sign as under* 



(S.N. A*ar*&l) 


*tvw# A* . 2 i) !i/i — 

D . P • SA A v V.( ft a •( Rv, M « » C. M" OliJIERAL SECRET AHT 
Xt^vt •&' » ^ ru* • 

/ 6r f Shri Devi WyaT Bhatia, - 
I mltK’i Deputy Secretary', 

, Kinlstrv of External Affairs, 

r \ NEW D ^ r 

rtc? l_vv c •*" 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. 
New Delhi, 

the 9 TK December. 1954. 

» w / 




Dear Sir, 

v 

I have been directed by the Prime Minister 
to hand over to you, for transfer to the I.N.A. Relief 
// Fund, a sum of Rs.26^/l0/». This amount vaa received 
from Tokyo along vlth certain other remains of the 
late 3hri Subha eh Chandra Dose and was being kept In 
the External Affairs Ministry pending Instructions 
about Its disposal. 

2. I should be grateful if you would kindly 

have the amount collected from me (in room Ho.46, 

South Block, Central Secretariat) by a duly authorised 
person at an early date and let me have a receipt for 
our record. 


Yours faithfully, 

' 2 ^ ^ ^ 

(Devi Dlyal Bhatla) 
Deputy Secretary* 

(Tales No. 42798). 

% 

Shri S.N. Agarwal, 

General Secretary, 

All India Congress Committee, 

7, Jantar Mantar Road, 

New Delhi. 
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EMBASSY OF INDIA IN JAPAN 
TOKYO 

2.3rd June, 1954. 

zp .,7 y.24- vpfa. 

? 


My dear 'y )0 

Please refer to your demi-official letter No. F.25/4/NG0, 
dated the 15th June, 1954, regarding the ashes of Shri Subhas Bose 

* , ) o'l *iv 

2. Miss Naidu had shown me a letter received from Ranbir Sing’ 

» 

. t'J in' which it was suggested that we should donate a receptacle of 
, *_ uK appropriate material and quality to enshrine the ashes of the late 
Netaji. She was most anxious, in view of the opinion of the famil 
)\^ ^ , M and some others, that the Government of India should not be commit 

1, < 't 

to an admission that they acknowledged the ashes to be genuine rel 

^ 

I, therefore, suggested that I would try to persuade some admirers 


1, y I (f ' 


IC'I 

r L 


t. { V 
. I 



of Netaji in Rangoon to donate a casket for the purpose. On my ws 
back to Japan, I had only a day and half at Rangoon and, therefore 
could not meet a number of people I had intended to approach. Hov 
ever, one geptleman to whom I talked to, was not enthusiastic abou 
the idea. 

3. The priest of the Renkoji temple is anxious for a recognit 

of his own status as the keeper of the ashes. Opinion of Indians 
here is divided. Any recognition, therefore, would be a source of 

l 

controversy. It would not ,so much matter about the Indians local} 

1 

but the opinion in Bengal refuses to accept the fact of Netaji's 
death and, therefore, of the genuineness of the ashes. I would, 
therefore, suggest that so long as we can, we should try and keep 
things as they are until opinion in Bengal changes to accept the 

j 

fact of his death. 


Yours 




Shri T.N. Kaul, 

Joint Secretary, 

Ministry of Externa] Affairs, New Delh i 


CM. A.. Rauf) 
\\ 







^ D.0.No.F.25/4/NG 0. 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, 


NEW DELHI, 


The 


f>-7K June, 1954. 


L 







loT- 


,<U 


Kindly refer to Ranbir Singh’s D.O. 

t 

No.F.5(l)NG0-I, dated the 16th January 1954, 
to Leilamani Naidu, regarding his talk with 

i 

the priest of the Renkoji temple about the 
ashes of Shri Subha s Bose? 

2. .«&. gnnnppi.i nn y on ui_n remember 

that'j/'ou had a discussion with Miss Naidu on 
this matter when you were last in Delhi, and 
you had suggested that no action need be 
taken by us until we heard further from you. 

We should be grateful if you would kindly send 
us youi/ views as early as possible. 


Yours sincerely, 




Dr. M.A. Rauf, 
Ambassador of India, 
TOKYO. 


• SAMAN' 
13/6 
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D.O. No. F.5(1)NG0-I 
EMBASSY OF INDIA IN JAPAN 

TOKYO' 

16th January, 1954. 




Will you please refer to your D.O. letter No. D. 
NGO/53, dated the 4th December, 1953, to the Ambassador, 
contained certain instructions about Subhas Babu's ashes 


2. In the absence of the Ambassador, I opened your 

and, recently, visited Mochizuki-San at the Renkoji temp 
I was accompanied by a colleague, Shri. M.S. Nair, Regis 
in our General Section, who speaks Japanese fluently. 


3, We thanked t,he priest, on behalf of the Governmc 
of India, for the care he has bestowed on these ashes; p 
told him that, at a proDer time, they would be sent to J 
Should he require financial assistance, we would be hapr 
provide it; but we hoped for his agreement to continue p 
the guardian of the ashes for some time. 


4. though repeatedly pressed to accept financial ar 
tance, the priest made it Very clear that he had kept t \ 
ashes, voluntarily, because of his high regard for Subhr 
Babu, which, in itself, made it impossible for him to a< 
any money. 


5. He then told us in a round-about-way that the gr 
ship of these ashes was a source of worry to him; that r 
of the few-score Indians who have visited the temple anc’ 
the ashes have not behaved with due respect towards ther 
that he sought to have it stated officially, and public! 
by this Embassy, that the ashes were in his keeping. * F3 
could we arrange to provide a receptacle, of artistic dr 

made preferably in India, in which the ashes would be ! 
This receptacle would be on a shelf, in the temple, bet’’ 
two lighted candles; and visitors could make their obei: 
before it. Of course, whether Buddhists (Mochizuki-San 
a menlber of the Nichiren sect) or Shintoists, the Japan? 
venerate, greatly, the ashes of the dead. 

6. As you know, many of our fellow-citizens living 
Japan, as well as some of those at home, remain convince 
either that these ashes are not those of Subhas Babu or 
he is still alive. Such evidence as we have, on the re n 
file, indicates that he is dead and it is likely, thougl 

. , ■ j • • r « f>, i 

,r v > '■'/[ r ^ 
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>*’ / 

absolutely certain, that these ashes are his. 



7. Any official statement by this Embassy of the 
\ type required by the priest would raise a storm of 

protest among some of our more obstinate fellow-citizens 
•_ \ here. 

\ " « ’ ■ * 

8, The priest agreed to' continue to look after the 
ashes and we were able to dissuade him from insisting , 
on public acknowledgment which, we implied, would, 

of course, be given when the ashes were, finally, taken * 
to India. * 

* i t • 

’ f 

9. The ashes are, at present, kept in a cupboard in 
the temple and, when visitors arrive, they are taken out 
and placed between two candles - below a small photograph* 
of Subhas Babu. They are kept in a small box about 9” X 6" , 
which seems to be either tih or wood, and are covered by a 
white and somewhat transparent cloth which is almost gauze. 

. This manner of viewing them is rather undignified, I would 
, f be grateful to have" early instructions about the priest's 
request for the provision of a suitable receptacle. The 
points for decision are, firstly, whether we should comply 
with this. request and, secondly, whether the receptacle should 
made in India or obtained in Japan. Should it be decided 
■ to make one in India, I will consult the priest again and 
It provide details about the sort of receptacle he wishes to have 0 

4p 

10, You may be interested to hear that the priest told 

me that about one hundred persons, including Indians and 
Japanese, had visited him and been shown the asheso Certain /> 

Americans had also come, to use his own words, to Uworship" . the 
ashes. It was sad to hear that the conduct of some of our own 
people had been lacking in propriety. 


/ 

11, The Renkoji temple is fairly large and is well looked 

after. I am quite convinced that Mochizuki-San does not require 
financial assistance to look after the ashes. He is a pleasant 
man of about 60 and I have little doubt that his genuine regard 
for Subhas Babu derives from his sincere, though metaphysical and 
ill-founded, belief, that Japan's Asian venture, if successful, 
would have been the fulfilment of a noble and humanitarian purpose. 


12 . 


I shall be grateful for instructions. 

lA* jkl" . Ai t/h) Vv) 

1 m H ' 


Shrimathi Leilamani Naidu, 

Deputy Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, New Delhi 


(Ranbir Singh) 


4 






D.O.No. 




/ 


December 4 9 1953. 




My dear Rauf 9 



I enclose a co i letter addressed to the 



j Prime Minister by the Priest of RenkoJi 9 a Buddhist 

temple in Tokyo where the ashes of the late Shrl Subha s 
Chandra Bose are enshrined. The Prime Minister desires 
that the priest be informed of the receipt of his letter 
and | on behalf of the Government of India 9 thanked for 
his guarding the ashes of Shrl Subhas, Chandra Bose. He 

should also be told that 9 at the proper tlme 9 we shall 

^ • 

send for the ashes and have them in India. . But 9 for the 

i 

present 9 we should like him to keep them under his safe 
custody and look after them. 




In the priest's letter 9 some reference is mad 


to his not receiving any help privately or officially. 
The Prime Minister would therefore like you to help him 


in any way you think proper 9 Including financially in so 


far as any money might be required for this purpose. 


Zours sincerely 9 


4 


7 



I 


*) r* > 


T 





Jlis Excellency, 

Dr. rand it Jawahcr Lai H eliru , 
The Prime l'iiniotcr oP India, 
new Dilhi, India. 


M 

i 

/ 

is Ml 

Lyoei liochizuki 
130, 2-chorie, Kocnji, 

Sugl nami - lax , Tokyo , 

Japan. 

liovenbor 25, 1953 4 


Dear Dir: 


I an the priest of uenkojl, Buddhist temple in the 
suburbs of Tokyo City. 1 have the honour to send this 
letter to you , guided by the soul of the late Bbath Chandra 

( Bose ji. 1 have been keeping the ashes of netaji safely, 
and praying for the repose of his soul since September 18 
in 1945. Eight years have already passed since that time. 
Japan was under Occupation eight years ago, during which 
Japanese people were living their stormy life in social 
.confusion. Therefore, apprehensive of consequences, none 
{would accept Letaji's ashes to keep it safely. 

J, a stranger to the .late i.etaji, was asked to keep 
the ashes by people who wore strangers to me Including 
Indians of who i I have never heard sinpo that time. I 
thought anyone's cool should bo warmly worshipped under 
whatever cir cunstanccs . .according to such belief as a 
religionist who servo the spiritual world, I have secretly 
Ire en guarding beta j i ' s ashes a.b the risk of my, life. I 
have been so watchful thdt even small noises at midnight 
startle me. 


In June, 1951, Ex- Indian Ambassador to Japan, His 
Excellency, K .K.Chettur , invited me to his official resi- 
dence. And X was officially asked to keep the ashes by 
him, as the representative of the Indian Government • The 
witness was Mr. Tanura, Chief of the Ceremony Lection of 
the Foreign Office of Japan. Do my responsibility and 
duties for keeping the ashes have become more important. 


Frankly speaking, i must inform you that, in spite of 
many' inconveniences and trouble* I underwent in keeping the 
ashes, j. have never received any help privatoly and 
officially'. But i believe I can keep up Letaji's soul 
perfectly by recognizing the importance of duties assigned 
me and with. 'my strong belief as a religionist. 


* 





iiow Japan is not under Occuiation. The peaceful 
relations between Japan and India have been reestablished. 

So, it is meaningless and pity for the late iietaji that 
his ashes .should be kept in a temple of a foreign country, 
lonoly and secretly, after all his vain efforts to bring 
about the independence of India and happiness of Asia. I 
think nov; is the time when such a significant plan as 
vivif5.es the historical achievements and sacred spirit of 
iletaji eternally for both Asia and mankind should be adopted. 

During the latest equinox week, I dreamed a 3trnnge < 
dream of iietaji two nights on end. The dream was enough to I 
make me lose the peace of ny mind as a religionist. 

r 

Such is the background of my taking the liberty of ex- 
pressing ny personal view in this letter, which T write' as 
a religionist and a priest who is charged with such an 
important responsibility by the Indian Government, 

1 should be much obliged if you would, kindly understand 
me, and send me, directly, if possible, any suggestions you 


may have as to the disposal of the late ^otaji's ashes 


4 


« i ncerely your 3 



s 


kyoei Locliizuki ' 

i-rlost of itonkoji-'femple. 


\ A W * ‘ ‘ 


1 . 1 >n1c of tlcapult'li 


2. Li>! of 


ir J 


V" 

/* 


< 


&> 


r U 


i.i u; i •' i- 

l^llrr 

Dmrt> 'XMXiMjcjcK 
Sciooex 


No. F. 25/4/W00. 


.. O' 

i'ilo Xu. 
•Serial No 


l)alc<l 


To 


. Satish Chandra, Lsq. , I.C.S., 

Deputy Commissioner , 

Delhi. . 


K. 5. (I.urit*). 

MIT *>*l S v4*- -lWi»T fM 104) 


bir ,• 

I am directed to say that under 
instructions from the Prime Minister we 
have obtained from Japan some property 
belonging to the former "Indian National 
Army". This property, wnich is known as 
"l.N.A. Treasure", consists of some pieces 
of gold and charred and broken pieces of 
jewellery, and waS handed over to us by 

t 

the officials of the India Independence 

t * ’ # 

League at Tokyo, who kept it with them . 
since the reported death of 1 Shri Subhas 
. Chandra dose. 

2. The Prime Minister has decided that 
the "treasure" should be kept as evidence 
of the aircraft accident in which Shri dose 

l 

met his death. 

I 

3. 1 am accordingly to request you 
to authorise the Treasury Officer, New Delhi 
to receive the "treasure" into the Treasury 
for safe custody under itule 73 of the 
Treasury Uules. ft list of the articles 
in question is enclosed for your informatio 

l 

besides these, an amount of ns. 265/10 is 
held in cash,^ being the equivalent of 
20,000 Yen which was deposited in our 
Lmbassy at Tokyo. This amount may also 
be taken over by the Treasury Officer. 

Yours faithfully, 

III' 1 hi I.i MM) Pa.U 



I am to request that arrangements may please be 
made to pay a sum of Pr.(265-ll~0 ) Two h undred and sixty 
five -/1V-) to the Govt, of India M/E. A, New Delhi 
j-'- on a simple race it* t. 


2. The debit ^ay rlease be passed on to this office in t* 
usual manner quoting, this letter as authority. 

, • 

3. 1 4 copy of this is being erdorsed to the Ministry of 

B.A. 


RK 


\V^ 





^ J u 


Yours Faithfully 

MJ: 


A^ 




( 0 .^ 000 ).' y 

Copy to the Ministry oi* E.4. New ^elhi f or /Inf our atir 
and necessary action with reference to their mefao No.F. 25/ 
1/NGO dated 29,5.53. The bill for the purpose may please l 
preferred at the New Delhi Treasury. ,0 


it 

jfl S->M 


-0Li*n^ 


Modern India Press — 20-101 -48- P.J. (M.F.P.) 


11 - 6 - 40 . 



UH - U*7 




Shri P.K.Bardhan, 
Deputy Accountant 


Deputy Accountant General, 
Central Revenues, New Delhi . 


D.0.No.DAG( D/CD /7 Dt. 10.6.53. 

Sub:- Credit of 20,000 Yens in 


the Qnbassy of India, Tokyo. 


jtl -A- 


My dear Devi Diyal, y ’ 

Kindly refer^to your top secret 


letter No.F-25/47NG0, dated the, 5th 


June, 1953. The sanction of the Ministay 
of Fihance, Department of Economic 
Affairs to the .transfer of 20,000 Yens 
to India through Govt. Account has been 
received in this office. The necessary 

t 

authority enabling the Ministry to 

4 

withdraw the amount in India will be 
issued as soon as the Cash Account of 
the Embassy of India, Tokyo showing the 

f 

credit is received in this office. 

I 


) Yours sincerely, 



Shri Devi Diyal, 

Deputy Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, ' New Delhi . 






r 


- 





Dated the 


Jana ID 53. 

if 


Subject* Credit of 20,000 Ten (Rs.265/11) In the 
Embassy of India, Tokyo* 


Vty dear Bardhan, 


i>> 


- h 


Please refer to Shri P. N.Kri shna svany* s 
D.O. No. AG ( Addl >/F . HI SO/15, dated the 11th May 
1953, on the subject mentioned above. We have 
now obtained the sanction of the Ministry of c .^v 

Finance, Department of Economic Affairs, . Exchange / \> 
Control Branch, to the transfer of 20.000 Ten to 
Indie, through Governnent account- vine our Official 
Memorandum No.F.2E/4/N00, dated the 29th May 1953. 


2. It is requested that the necessary 

authority enabling this Ministry to vithdrav the 
amount in India may now be issued. 



Yours oincerely, 

c> 

/ 

(Devi Diyal) 


Ghri P.K.Bardhon, 

Sr. Deputy Accountant General, 
Central Revenues, 

Ilev Delhi. 




« 



7 


l 


V 



]. Udtc uf despatch 


&> ff 

DJil’ARTMI^T/OFUCE. 

XXX 

I (r.itl MiJUuiuijiiiMii . 

xJQpSX* 

No. F • 2 5/ 4/NGO • Dated 



File No. 

Serial No. 

M-s -ers 


• V# 





% 


V** 


4 


* 


‘J. LDt uf ciicki.siiiofi 


To 


The New Delhi, 


. 



The undersigned is directed to say 

that a sum of Rupdes two hundred and sixty 

1 

five and eleven annas may be paid in 
New Delhi on a simple receipt to the 

• i * ■ / . (i 

Ministry of External Affairs against the 

credit of an equivalent amounfcTin Japanese 

currency (20,000 yen) received by the 

Embassy of India in Tokyo and appearing 

in the monthly account of that Embassy 

. * 

for May 1953’ under the head: 

"Tokyo - Suspense - Miscellaneous 
receipts from Indians. 

(Adjustable in India 

2. This amount does not relate^ to 

r • , * . 

the Government account but its remittance 
to India through Government account in 
the above manner has been sanctioned by 
the Government of India as a special case. 

i 

3. A copy of this Memorandum is being 

forwarded to you through the Ministry of 
Finance. . * 

, > b Isl (AD 1 1 ) 

Copy, together with three spare copies, 
forwarded to the Ministry of Finance 
(Shri P.D. Kasbekar I for communication to 
the A.G.G.R. Sanction has been accorded 
with the concurrence of that Ministry vide 
their u/o No.3073-E*F.I/53, dated the 
22nd May 1953. 

2. Copy to AD.III/Account s Branches. 


D.S. (AD. I ; 



S 5 (Mm 'VI. 



An 


D.O. No. F.5(1)NG0-I 




TUP SECRET 1 | 

EMBASSY OF INDIA IN JAPAN^ 
TOKYO 


15th May 1953 




\ ^ 







15 * 


Ac 


My dear 

Will you please refer to your demf-official lette 
No. F.25/4/NG0 of the 5th May 1953? 

2. The 20,000 Yen (Es 265/11/-) in question has been 

credited to Government and entered in our Cash Account un 


(Adjustable in India)". 


Yours 


(M. A. Rauf) 


V 


r* 




/ 




V 

4 


Shri. Devi Diyal, 

Deputy Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi 


H-'— — < ' -|vrt ' 1 5^ — 


/ 

(T 


* 


m 


■ 

D.O.No.AG(Addl)/F.MISC/\iT TOP ^SECRET . 


P. N. Krishnaswamy, I.A.& A.S. , 
Addl. Accountant General, 
Central Revenues, 


> 


. i'* V)'? 



Curzon Road, 

New Delhi, 11th May, 1953. 

Subjects- Credit of 20,000 Yen (Rs.265/11 ) 
in the Embassy of India, Tokyo. 



My dear Devi Diyal, 

*y s' 

Please refer to your d.o. letter No.F.25/4/NG0 
■ ■ 

dated the 9th May, 1953 on the subject mentioned 

’ v - ■‘V:--’. . 

above. I think that the transfer of 20,000. Yen 

. 

to India, belonging to the Funds of the Indian . 
National Army, should be sanctioned by the Finance 

Ministry, Department of Economic Affairs, Exchange 

( 

Control Branch. It is better that you take the 
necessary sanction from them for the remittance 
of this amount to India. . This case will, in 

? i i ) # v>. ni 7- * % j " 

future, be dealt with by the TAD Branch of my 

i 

office, which is under the supervisory charge 
of Shri P.K.Bardhan, Sr. Deputy Accountant General. 

1 1 will hand over ; these papers to him and you may 

I 

please correspond with him directly in respect 

I 1 ' , • , • f m 

of this case. 

Yours sinberely. 


Shri Devi Diyal Bhatia,. 

Dy. Secretary to the 
Government of India, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi* 


• | 6 


kA. 'sq , c 


,V>0. 


Ur 



lou oecret 



fla.i^S/A/NGO 


Dated the May 1953* 


✓/ 


f 


of 20,000 Yen (Rs.265/11 i 
hmbaasy of India, Tokyo . 


Subject: Credit 
In the 


My dear Krishnaswamy, 

A sum of 20,000 Yen (Rs.265/11) la lying 
with our Lmbassy in Japan as part of the funds 
of the Indian National Army under the late 
Shri Subhas Chandra Bose. This Is not Government 
money, but it has been decided to transfer 
it' to India through Government account, as 
remittance through normal banking channels was 
A not conveniently practicable. In this connection 
x enclose a copy of my letter No.J?.25jfA/KGO, dated 
the 5th May 1953, to our Ambassador in Tokyo. 

2. It is requested that this Ministry may be 
authorised to withdraw the amount for payment to 
tt>e authorities of the fund as soon as the 
credit in the suspense account is received in 
India. > 


Yours sincerely 


Shri P.N.Krishnasvaoiy, 
Additional Accountant General, 
Central Revenues, 

Hew Delhi. 



Kj - A 


{ft? 


V 


MINISTRY Or affairs 

1 UEKJTODBSaXMm}^- 


Letter 

Draft 4tonoraarf 17 IB 



TOP SECfr 


•5*r * ■ 


1. Date of despatch 


2. List of enclosures 






-■A 


v \ 




m 

J. 


No. F.25/4/NG0, 


Dated 


File No. 
Serial No. 

^ ;-£=1953. 


ill vis * 

•y r, >y- 


slTU 


My deal: Ambassador, 

# • • v» • » a » a * vC' *t; -*/» */ 

- Will you please refer to your 
D.O, letter No,F.5(l)NG0-I, dated the. 24tl 
March 1953/? 

2r 

may kindly be credited to Government^ in yc 
Cash Account under the head "Tokyo- Suspe ns 

■ * , • . , k * * </ 

with tho parti e ului r T} "«J MH Miscellaneous 


■HUP.. 

The amount of 20,000 Yen (Hs 265/ 


receipts from IndiahsA." The date on which 

V * 

this is done and other necessary par.ticulo 
may kindly be intimated to us in due cour° 


6 


H 




when steps, will be taken here to withdraw 

.***• Vv4s — , u 

the amount/ / 


Yours sinceroly, 


ji, 

^3(ad5 

% : • 
i . 


Dr. M.A. Rauf, 
Ambassador of India, 
TOKYO (JAPAN) 


I 





f 


t 

r: 




D.O. No.P.5(l)NGO-I 




iC2^ % * *• • i 4>, ' 


l 


I4K' 


EMBASSY OF INDIA IN JAPAN' 
TOKYO 

t 

24th Marche 1953* 


iqz secret 

(BY DIPLOMATIC BAG) 




My dear Harish, 

• f 

Will you please refer to your D.O. letters 
J(o. F.25/VHGO and K0.F.25/A/UGO, of the 24th of 
January and 17th of' March, 1953, respectively? 

2. We Suggest that we credit this, amount of 

20,000 Yens in our official accounts and a 

corresponding payment in Rupees may be made in 

♦ 

Delhi. The exact amount in Rupee equivalent would 
be Rs. 265-11-0. - Please let me know' the head under 

• * I 

which this money should be credited in our accounts. 

Yours Sincerely, 

t • (M.A. RAUF) 

• ; • ^ . • j •. , 4 *. 

Shri H. Dayal, I.C.S., . ’ 

Joint Secretary to the Government of India, • 
Ministry of External Affairs, •' 

m m . 


Sp^ 4 ' 


mo b 


i 





* 


/ ■ j\ » •v.vj ' 5 'i i ., * .S -Lrf ‘ ;/ 1 *' '. ' i' 1 -, nil 

•' 




jHfch 



■ , .-’■■. r. 

fuedeo) oa^ 6 j, 

. ‘ expuj/ jo aopFes^qtDv 
‘jne,. •«•••: ;aa 


U: 

r - 

• -vj r»..‘* *• mviv-l 1 ^ 

• Vi-Vti, “L« 


NQW 


i . 

* 


^UsSsUff 

A r 'ft* t^JSW 3 ®M *t 

u . r . ■ , 


*000 * 0,2 


« U9X jo jojeuejq aqq 3uppaB3aj 
«ccaT :CiBnuef» ua^ oaa dwp 


. 7 tf. ‘£S 6 i :OBnuBf;,M ^2 ouq p.WP^ 

'I V'-e» KgST 



W-” ^ • * .'. f 1 . • •> • 

‘sainfiordHB ia asrn i i@. 

' • • 

' ' ' qMsawp jo «wa r - 
. 
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Xml PMraf, 


«* ♦ 


los F. 25/4/MGO 

Ministry of External Affaire, 
flew Delhi, January 24, 1963 

. 

■ ■ 


i 


Ar 


*a 


ru A k 
0 , <g> 

Will yon pleaae refer to Mias Baidu's D.O. Bo 
F. 26/4/BOO, dated the 20th Hoveaber 1962, regarding 1 

1. H.A. properties ? 

• ; v T 

2. The Prise Minister has now directed that the 

* ' '% 

Ten 20,000/* lying with yon should be transferred here* 

4 J ■ ^ ^ . Aflf 4 ^ hJMj^X9R7#\* 

i * v * > p ^ • ilU vv 

Can you send the amount to ns by bank draft *t If this 1: 

not possible under the Japanese Government's exchange 

* 

regulations, or for any other reason, we shall have to d 

9 

• * ‘ *T ’ ' J > V 

other means of transferring the noney. One way would be 

• • 

• •! , 4J y t • » . 4'fJ^ 1 v* 4 w V j 

you to credit the amount in your official accounts and f< 

a corresponding payment in rupees to be made here. But 

1 

■should not be done unless you get clear instructions fro: 

•'-I'. » * ^lW iiy^T 

the Ministry, indicating the head to which the money she 

uV ‘If 

• r / m y A JML JUur>. !•< 

be credited in your accounts* 


S&jtjf;. 

'•t/ijk- 


*/• 


Dr. M.A. Rauf, J 
Ambassador of India, 
Tokyo (Japan) 


(B. Dayal) 

HU 


M 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

S MINISTRY OF FINANCE (REVENUE DIVISION) 



No. 


159-DS(Cus.)/52 


New Delhi, the 


19 

21 at January 53 


So 


The Collector of Central Excise 
(Shri If. L. Mehta), 
Delhi. 


• r 


Suh:- Cold ornaments etc. brought 
in in one steel attache case 


i»*» 


iJl' ‘ '*/t -r*. * ' 

from Japan by Mr.Damle of the 
Ministry of Food ft Agriculture - 
Exemption from Customs duty 
thereon. 

... 


Please refer to the correspondence resting 
with your Collect orate letter C.Eo.VIII(i)/2(78)/ 
52/85 dated the 17th January 1953 on the above- 
mentioned subject. ‘ 

2. The Government of India have decided, 

as a special case, that the gold ornaments etc. 
contained in the above-mentioned steel attache 
case be exempted from payment of Customs duty. 


•y^WJs'T 


S JU 


(A. K. Mukarji) 

Deputy Secretary to the Govt. 


of India. 


.. 





FINANCE MINISTER. Jc' 


INDIA 


• \v>°) 


HoU l-rsf/sy 

New Delhi, 
January 19, 1953. 


My dear Prime Minister, 


f Z* 

' W 


K * 




Sub:- "Indian National Army" 
Question of exemption 
duty thereon. 


Treasure - 
from Customs 




You mentioned the other day that the Customs 
authorities had asked for payment of customs duty 
amounting to about Rs.20,000/- on the import of some 
personal effects and gold valued at about Rs.80,000/- 
belonging to the late Shri Subhas Chandra Bose and 
wondered why the Government in whom this property 
now vested should be required to pay customs duty. 


u>C f< 


H7*' 


I \ 


2. Under the law as it stands', even goods 

V**- imported by Government have to pay Customs duty unless 

, they are covered by a specific exemption; the Finance 

Ministry did not consider that there wore any strong 
grounds for grant of exemption from duty in respect 
l/- ' the " I.N.A. Treasure" unless it was of historical 

1 Interest and was to be exhibited in a public place. 

(U'T ^ w «ll Subsequent to our discussion the other day, papers 
f were received from the Ministry of External Affairs 
in which you recorded a'minute on the 11th November 
1952 that it is the present intention to treat the 
I.N.A. Treasure as historical articles which might 
be kept in a museum and that, in the event of a decision 
otherwise later, such duty would be paid' as may be 
decided upon. In the circums tances and on the analogy 
of the free entry permissible under the law of works 
of art, such as, statuaries and pictures intended to 
be put up for the public benefit In a public place, 

V*« a Instructions are being issued, as a special case, 

I- exempting the articles in question from payment of 
U customs duty. 

Yours sincerely, 

/ 


f \ 


Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Prime Minister, New Delhi. 


(C.D. Deshmukh) 





D.O. WO.F.25/4/WS0 



the ^(5 Janaary, 1963. 

'/ 


My dear Savhney, 








Please refer to your d.o. letter 
No. VIII (1)2/78/62/46, dated the 8th January, 
1953. regarding the Customs duty payable 
on tne contents of a steel trunk brought by 
Mr. K.R. Damle. 


2. We are taking up the question of 
exemption from payment of Customs duty In 
this case with the Finance Ministry (Revenue 
Division) separately, h further communication 
will follow In this connection In due course. 

Yours sincerely. 


u* • 


(C.M. alarms) 


Ehrl 0.6. Ebvhney, 

Central Excise Collectors te, 
ITewEfiUli* Tnlkatora Barracks. 


Delhi 




* 


,/$\ 


V 



O'. ' * / • , ~— 


■A 

V 


if? 


JL* ' 


,'V V 


CENTRAL EXCISE COLLECTORATE DELHI, 
V < V J ( TALKATORA BARRACKS*} 


-f 


V8* 


■f) 


l u\, 






Y 


D.O.C.NO. VIII (l) 2/78/52/ if i 
New Delhi, the 8th Jan. 1953. 



My dear Sharma, 




Please refer to your interview with me in 


■ ; Afn 

- 

‘ *> r 


connection with a steel trank brought hy Mr.K.R.Damle, Joint 

' 

Secretary, Ministry of Food and Agriculture from Tokyo and 


.since released through the Customs under the Note Pass 


, k 




Procedure. It was understood that you had a detailed list 
showing the prices of the oontents of trunk and you had agreed 
to Supply the same to me in order to enable me to assess the 
duty and to raise the necessary debts against your Ministry. 

I 

The list may plaase be forwarded to me now for necessary 
action* 


lours sincerely. 


/ ^ 

(u.S.SAWHNEf.) 


Shri C.M. Sharma, 

Under Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
NEV DELHI . 


/ 
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Package 1 




\H-% 


Charred rings and pendants. t * ' 400 grams 

Package 2 . 

■ • 

Charred and broken bangles, pins, buckles, etc. 2 kilograms, 560 grams 

Package 5 » 


Charged and broken bangles, pendants, snuff box, 
medals, coins and rings. 

Package 4« 


325 grams. 


325 grams, 


Charred necklace pieces, medals and rings 
Package 5 » 

Charred ear-rings, nose-rings, rings, mostly with stones 700 grams. 

Package 6 . 

» • 

knarred and broken bangles and anklets 1 kilogram, 700 grams* 

Package 7 . 

Charred and broken rings, nose-rings and pendants 
Package 8 . 

t 

Charred rings and nose-rings. 

Package 9. 

Charred necklace, bangles, brooches and nose-rings. 

Package 10. 


825 grams. 

425 grams 

320 grams. 


Charred ear-ings with stones and rings. 

Package 1 1 * 

Charred rings. 

Packag e 12 . 

Charred rings and chain. 

Package 13 . 

Charred rings and buttons. , 

, Package 14 . 

Charred ear pendants. 

BUND LB II . 

1 

Charred gold mixed with molten metal, iron etc. 

■ BUNDLE III. 


Metal, mostly base and dust. , 
( 1 ) 9 pieces of gold : 


425 grams. 


105 grams, 


200 grams. 


50 grains. 


50 grams , 

8.410 


3-500. 


1.600 


7>T t jTT’ s L0 X 
300 grams 


7 
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PRIME MINISTER'S SECRET ARIIT 
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quest ion^about^hri S 
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No.F.5(l)/N®0-I 


TELEGRAMS: INDEMBASSY, 
TOKYO 


My dear 



kttcbag) 


— EMBASSY OF INDIA IN JAPAN 


TOKYO. 


* 


5th December, 1952. 




& 


v(t 


- & I 







Please refer to your Top Secret D.O. letter 

No.F. 25(4)NG0, dated the 15th, November, 1952, which 

» # 

has crossed my D.O. letter No.F.5(l)NG0-I, dated the 
14th November to Miss Naidu. > 

1-* i' A*l*“ # > i * ' Jrj CU ih 

2. It was explained in my letter mentioned above 
that a copy of the list was enclosed in Chettur’s D.O. 
letter No.F.26(14)/48 dated the 20th October to Dutt. 


the packages which’ were sealed at the tine the weighment 

i 

* ( 

was made and delivery taken from Murthy, so as to prepare 
another list. The list sent with Chettur’s letter nay, 
therefore, be utilised for the purposes of check. 

Another' copy of the list was sent to. you only for 
reference. 

* 

Wiih kind regards, 

Yours 

II. Dayal , Esq., i.C.S., (M.A. RAUF) 

Joint Secretary to the Govt, of Indh, 

Minictryof External Affairs, 

NE7 ™ni*rr 






No. D/S/43 
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l '■ • 


Prime MlNItTKIl'a SECRETARIAT 

New Delhi 
5th December, 1952. 


dear Ratan, » 

Prime Minister would like t o know whether 
the INA treasure has arrived from Tokyo. If so, 
v what is the value of the articles *hich have arrived 
and where have they bear kept? Has any information 
been sent to the Finer ce Ministry about the manner 
in which it is proposed to dispose of these articles? 

2. I enclose herewith a cutting from the 

"Bombay Chronicle"' dated the 4th December, 1952, 
which may be of interest to you and which may be of 
some use for reference. 


Yours sincerely. 


//>. — 

• * / 

( B.Hk Kaul ) 


Shri R.K. Nehru, I.C.S., 
Foreigi Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi. 
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BRING NETAJI’S 


RELICS TO INDIA, 
ASIANS SUGGEST 


(FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT) 

INDORE, December 3. 

TN talks with me at SancW this week, people from all over 
^Asla expressed hope that the countrymen of Subhas 
Chandra Bose would soon take steps to bring his relics to 
his motherland for being* enshrined either at India’s capital 


i 




I 


or at Subhas’s birthplace. 7 - 

The relics of Netaji are nowfc 
enshrined in a small Buddhist] 
temple near Tokyo wnere ai 
monk has been offering wor-i 
ship since August 1045, when 
Subhas Bose expired from, 
burns sustained in a plan$ , 
accident. 

Valuable information was 
gathered by me at Sanchi, 
where I met a Buddhist monk, 
who returned last week from 
Japan after attending the In- 
ternational Buddhist Confe- 
rence. 'This Indian monk has 
also brought with him details 
of the plane accident and a 
photograph of the casket of 
Netajfs relics which ha3 been 
placed above a portrait of his 
military uniform 

Entries in the diary show 
dates of the death, collection! 
of his relics and their en- 
shrinement in the temple, all: 
of which took place in August, 
1945. The small temole was 
chosen for security reasons. I 

This Buddhist monk was the 
first man since the enshrine- 
ment, who was allowed to 
touch the relics as ne happen- 
ed to come from Netajl's land. 

The Buddhist monk has also 
brought a copy of the message 
that was dictated by Subhas 
Bose before his expiry In the 
military hospital wherein he 
has observed that he fought for ) 
the country's freedom while 
alive and was riving his life 
for the same purpose. The mes-f 
sage exhorted his countrymenr 
to Intensify the fight for In- 
dia's Independence. 
i ?■— 11 
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UNDUE T 
ackage No. 
ackage lo. 
ackage No, 

ackage No. 
'ackage No. 
"ackage No. 
"ackage No. 
Package No. 
Package No. 
Package No. 
package No. 
package No. 
package No. 
Package No. 

BUNDLE TT 

BUNDLE ITT 

AYE?. '5 LOT 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 
12 

13 

14 


$ 

Charred rings and pendants 

Charred and broken bangles, pins buckles etc 

Charred and'broken bangles, pendants, snuff box, 
medals, coins and rings 

Charred necklace nieces , medals and rings 

Charred ear-rings, nose-rings, rings, mostly with stones 

Charred and broken bangles and anklets 

Charred and broken rings, nose rings and pendants 

Charred rings and nose rings 

Charred necklace, bangles, brooches and nose-rings 
Charred ear-rings with stones and rings 
Charred rings • ■ 

Chaired rings and chain 
Charred rings and buttons 
Charred ear pendants 

Charred gold mixed with molten metal, iron etc 
Metal, mostly base and dust 

9 pieces of gold 


Weight as in \.Jk ‘ 

Statement 

400 grams 

2 Kgms 560 gms 

* 

325 gms 
325 gms 
700 gms 
1 Kgm .700 gms 
825 gms 
425 gms 
320 gras 
425 gms 
105 gms 
200 gms 
50 gms 
50 gms 

3 Y. gms. 500 gms 
1 Kgm 600 gms 

300 ^ms 


As ascertained 
by actual weighir 

399.90 grams 

— */ (~- 

2 Kgms 447.07 gmr 

» // i»f* 

315.70 gms ~ f.J 
314.60 gms •*+ 
624.32 gns^ 7 *** 

1 Kgm 643.65 gms 
797.05 gms - 27 *fr 
424.75 gms - * xs ‘ 
303.55 gms - 



Not weighed 
298.75 gms b ** 



» J 

• 

V 


gyRpig i 

Package No. 1 

Charred rings and pendants 

Weight as 
Statement 
400 grams 

in the 

As ascertained 
by actual weigi 

399.90 grams 

Package No. 2 

Charred and broken bangles, pins buckles etc 

2 Kgms 560 gms 

2 Kgms 447.07 p 

Package No. 3 

Charred and broken bangles, pendants, snuff box, 
medals, coins and rings 

325 gms 


315.70 gms 

Package No. 4 

Charred necklace pieces, medals and rings 

325 gms 

% 


314.60 gms 

Package No. 5 

Charred ear-rings i nose-rings, rings, mostly with stones 

700 gms 

• 

624.32 gms 

Package No. 6 

Charred and br6ken bangles and anklets 

1 Kgm 700 

gms 

1 Kgm 643.65 gnu 

Package No. 7 

Charred and broken rings, nose rings and pendants 

825 gms 


797.05 gms 

Package No. 8 

Charred rings and nose rings 

425 gms 


424.75 gms 

Package No. 9 

Charred necklace, bangles, brooches and nose-rings 

320 gms 


303.55 gms 

Package No. 10 

Charred ear-rings with stones and rings 

425 gms 


415.55 gms 

package No. 11 

Charred rings 

105 gms 


108.05 gms \ 

package No. 12 

Charred rings and chain 

200 gms 


201.55 gms 

package No. 13 

Charred rings and buttons 

50 gms 


44.22 gms 

Package No. 14 

Charred ear pendants 

50 gms 


48.05 gms 

BUNDLE IT 

Charred gold mixed with molten metal, iron etc 

3 Kgms 500 

gms 

3 Kgms 442 gms 

BUNDLE III 

Metal, mostly base and dust 

1 Kgm 600 

gms 

Not weighed 


9 pieces of gold 


300 gms 


298.75 gms 






\V 


J— 

iackare 1 

l> Charred rings end pendants • " 400 grams 

'Iu.cl-.urc 2 

1/ Charred end broken bangles, pins, buckles, etc. 2 kilograms, 560 grams 
Iackare 3 


Charred and broken bangles, pendants, snuff box, 
mcduls, coins and rings 


325 grams. 

325 grams. / 


I ackare 4 

Charr d necklace pieces, medals and rings 
/ i ackare 5 

IX Charred ear-rings, nose-rrings, rings, mostly with stones 700 grans. 

\/ Lc.c.kc/'.c ,6 

m Charred and broken bangles .end anklets 1 kilogram, 700 grams. 

> 

* Fccka'-c 7 

1 Charred end broken rines, noserings aid pendents ' 825 grans. 

. Q , 8 

Charred rings arid. nose-riags. 
s $ 

Lss. 


’r • 


425 grams. 




C- 


Chaired necklace, bangles, brooches and noce-rinrs 32Q. grans. 

• . V/ 


10 

. , Charred ear-rings with stones and rings 

iacJ'- U r ’Q 11 

I .Charred rings 

lashuLa 12 

Charred rings end chain 

13 

Charred rings and buttons 
i neka'-c 14 


VX 


425 grans. 
105 grans. 
200 grans. 
50 grans 




Charred car pendents 

• 

50 G 


m£LL 11 

8.410 

Charred gold- nixed with 

rollon nolo 1, iron etc.. 

3.500 


m ‘ . 


!'o!:sl, mostly base end 

• 

dost 

1.600 


AIIiilllQI ’ . 


(1) 9 pieces 0.1 gold 

(2) ? 20,000/- 

: 300 grans 

-hi l l W fK 

(, . I *-• ' 
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X. £• * 

<&IJak<M!^ did /o Mktodr- 




V- 

C i 


asjHjyv^o. 







aoth fforewher, 1952„ 


rjK 


Sub^cci 
My dear Rauf, 


i.g.A. wssam. 


'T-* 


Bsaiaw m mm 


^U1 rouble* so refer to yea? . ' ; 

/ 

Top Sacrot IfttWf 0,0^o,P.${X)U*05jr 
14th Sovsfi.bar. on the abore subleot? Ti wf 

. . .• • . ,• ; • '.; • .. «f , , •/•>'; ; >ia 

sent through Hir#r>acsl« ha* been -safely 

* 

Tho question or It# final disposal ia still 

. . * • * 

:• *< ’ * '* 

under consideration* Tho Prltao’Mli^ato^^#: 

• •',;■ . r;T*'f, *■■> :.: i 

that tho Tea SO.OOOA ulilch Mr Worthy landed 
over In ensh to your Rabossy 00 port of, . 
X*K*A* proper tie a bo kept by you •> in 0 safe* 

n f :v^v,j 

until further instructions* • The aonoy lu 



*£.V 


-r* 


to he credited to the Betas tty ccoount* 


\'V ■: • V*. ;.• 

Kind regard**. 


i -j ;->/ 


Xou?» nlnoeroly, 

i- / 


rttt£x4 

C . 


M*A«Rfi^f j Kftq». 
Ambassador of 

ISSB 


i; *®®SSHES'' 

■ ^ mm 0 k-. 

i • % 4 - ^vWfVs % 

' ■ Zeh Tp IT/VA. >\v • • » 

’ : h?&x ?**&#£* • 
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By Diplomatic Bag 
D.O. No, F.5(1)NG0-I 


& TUq^^fET 

EMBASSY OF INDIA IN JAPAN 
TOKYO 

14th November 1952 




Dear Miss Naidu, 

Will you please rpfer to correspondence ending with 

) your Top Secret telegram No. 27627 of the 12th November regard- 

1 

ing I.N..A. properties? 

2. As you must have noticed, a copy of the list of the 

treasure was enclosed in the bag carried by Damle. In this * 
connection, please refer to Chettur’s Top Secret D.O. letter 

No. F.26(14)/48, dated the 20th October 1951, to Dutt, wherein 

\ 

also a copy of the list was enclosed. 

| 

p 3. As we had reported to you in the letter quoted above , 

Mr. Murty had also given us Yen 20,000 'in cash. I presume you 
would now want us to credit this amount to our accoimt. If so, 
please Indicate the Head of Account. 

Yours sincerely, 


ft 


iY (Bo. 





(M.,A. Rauf) 


Miss Leilamani Naidu, 



- «- hjt . A- 





0 > 







Ho.7-25/4/NQ0 - 




the /S ? November, 1232# 


<M«- t 


\o 


Will 70 a please refer to oar telegram 
No #27627 of the 12th November ? 

• * 

2. Danila* s arrival mas delayed and me 
therefore received the case of valuables 
only on the 12th# Ye Shall keep them In 
safe custody after weighing the package^ 
until It Is decided what Is to be done with 


them# 






3# I would' Incidentally draw your attention 
to our telegram No#27621 of the 30th October, 

In which you were aSked to send an authenticated 
list along with the goods# The Use In the 
case bore no signature and la therefore of 
little use for purposes of check# 


\ 




■S-. 


I 

(H# Dayal) 


Dr# M.A# Rauf, 

Ambassador of India, 
Tokyo (Japan) 
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TELEGRAM: 

From: 

To: 


0- T. P.», 
TOP SECRET. 


Foreign, Nev/ Delhi. 
Indembassy, Tokyo. 


OCB No. €>1.5 2. 
Copy No . 0 . . . 




No. 27627. 


IMPORTANT. «\1' 

TOP SECRET ^ For RAUF. 


DTO NOV. 12 Nil. • 
^ * 


Your telog 
November 12th. 


SECRET r 
rhm No. 13' 


137 November 10th. Goods arrived 




* S . ' Ug ! 

Prime Minister(4) , Dy .Minister, FS(2), CS(l2) , JSAD . DSFEAV. 
and Cabinet Secretary. \ 

\ 7 • 


Superintendent CCB, 


H* i*7 


/ •* —4- 





■* : .. -playing the duty ook ad j us t me r.t . The details of 

+.Vm prtnt.fint<? of* fniif aTf> detached ’herewith. ‘ 
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Government oi India Overseas Communications ServiceV 


akil.. 19030*200-8-51. 


NEW DELHI 


N. B. i — All enquiries regarding this Telegram should be made to the Government Telegraph Deptt. accompanied by this Form. 


-*Z7, 


THE FIRST LINE OF THIS TELEGRAM CONTAINS 
HE FOLLOWING PARTICULARS, IN THE ORDER NAMED, 
i c fix Letters and Number of Message , Office of Origin , 
• umber of Words , Date, Time filed, and Official Instruction — if any. 


RECD. AT NEW DELHI AT: 
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,'((• J ■> H Q M G K 0 H 3 3 U B 13 io 1253 
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f ORE I SN KEHDELHI - 
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rl “ E arrange customs facilities 


NIGHT SAME , 
- DA 11 LE 


N’WARD 

INITIALS 

TIME . 
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XS 


Ministry of External Affairs . 


(5> 

I sent a note yesterday to Mr.Rajaram I 


Rao, 


Joint Secretary, Ministry of Finance (R.D.), askini 


whether the I.N.A. Treasure, which Mr.Damle 


bringing with him, could be exempted from customs] 

. Hj 


examination and duty. This morning, Mr.A.K.Mukher je 


Deputy 
me over 


Secretary, Ministry of Finance (C.B.R), told 
the telephone that they could arrange " . f _ 




for exemption from examination at the airport 

'"MR 1 


provided we signed a 5111 of Entry. He added that 

! . .. n- 


this Ministry would later be asked to pay the 
customs duty. A telegram just received from Tokyo 


shows that Mr.Damle will .not arrive this evening 


but tomorrow, at 5 P.M., by Pan American Airways 


irways 

■ 

Flight 3. I have handed over the telegrams l 

. 

to JS(AD) who has agreed to take necessary action' 

: f xf* 7 * ’ 


in the matter. 



10-11-52 
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TELEGRAM 


TOP SSCBET 


CCB No. 8363/ 


• . 


From* , . .Indembassy, Tokyo# 
To im ,i f For feign, Now Dolbi, 


COPY NO., 


' 7 

* 



DTO.NOV. 101000. 
DTK. NOV. 300900, 

' 


^ * » ‘‘^1 * f 

Continuation of our 


tolagram No* 136- G of 8th! Novcmbor DAMLE arriving Oolhi, 

Pan Amarican Airways Flight 3 Tuesday 0005 hours, 

» w \ * ■ 

t» . ' 4 ..... . . , ’ v - 

.£?. 5 ' J. . > . . “wi*. ^ -• • «* v * V. CiftJ V • ; - 
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PRIME MlNIS'TER(4) i m MINISTER: FS(2): C&(2) i DS FEAWTt 
* 

CABINET SECBETAKC. ' r 

. 



'V 


Superlntondont CCB. 
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E.A* (15) 
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8/13/52* 
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TELEGRAM 


•T.PT 


JQP § SgB gX 


CCB No. 83' 
Copy No. fj 




m 


From**..*. Indombassy* Tokyo, 
To,*,.,,.. Foreign, Now Dolhl. 


MOST IMMEDIATE 

- • ' 

N0.136-G. TOP SECRET. 


1 


wm MHH 

D.T.O. NOV. 081515 “ ~ 
D.T.R. NOV. 081630 


Lm 



.«r£ 






. 



%* 


. 






Continuation my TOR SECRET telogfram No*134-G 
today 1 s date. If necessary* please Insure stuff worth 
R s,90.00Q repeat 90,000 carried In stool attache Case 
welshing approximately 35 repeat 35 lbs as Insurance 
NOT possible this end. 

/ . . . - 




On 1 


PRIME MINISTER (4) * DY MINISTER: FS(2): CS(2): 

• ' % 

DSFJSAWT & CAB SECY, 


. v » *. 
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S*\q0 
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i > , * • 
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Superintendent C.C.B 

. 
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t!*M %®5 


Mo. 1 59-0.3. (Cu«)/52. 

CENTRAL BOARD OF REVENU2. 

Ntw Delhi, th# 10th Hovanfcer,l952* 


m 


f V 


..:i m 



Hy dear Mehta, 


■^wH&smss. 

. 

*2% * 


*af 






A otoel attache case containing gold ornaments and . . 



broken piece* ia being brought by Mr.Damle, Joint Secretary in the 
Miniotry of Food and Agriculture from Tokyo. He io travelling by 

Pan American Altways flight 3, having left Tokyo an the 9tb and 

■ ' ; . ; ■ 


reaching Delhi on the evening of the 10th Hovenfcer t 1952. She 


AXa 


ateel attache case in question and the contents thereof may. be 

* . - 

released without Cunt one examination under the Note It Pass procedure. 


,e 


It is understood from the Ministry of External Affairs that they 

' 


have with them a detailed list of the articles 


in question .giving 

. 


the weights and value of orach item thereof. This could form the 


‘ v »i 




basis for the assessment thereof when duty is adjusted afterwards. 


of 


The articles in question may bo released without production 

■' . 

an import permit from the Reserve Bonk of India. 

_ ■ . ' * • I ** « V \f?i £ A \ 
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| *“* * ilHITV > 

Yours sinoeruly, ,v 




/ 

V — - 

(A.K.Mukarji) / * 

. 


Shri N.L.Mehta, 

Collector of Central Excise, 
Mew Delhi. 
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, CCB No. B3< 

» • • i 


O.T,P. 

SSI 


co pyNo ^ 



(jfc*\ 1QP,,. 

From# •• #«t Indbmbossy. 
To. Foreign, Now 


■n 


• im« u Forcjigrii Now 

% :v *Vv • • . , 


- 

m . * 

Tokyo* 

rf' ■ '• .1 v/-i 


J!5* "/JTJ 


< ♦" v * vVV- V. 

* ^ 


**?♦ 


D.T.O. NOV. 08X230 
D.T.R. NOV.. 081530 




MSk 


-*>S • i oni 



Ti£M 


©' v*v 

xSTifev 


.most flftffiBSATfi. r - * » , e. - 

... ** “ • *J ... ; V ; i. - . * : , r <jS>\ 

by oh. ' . No .134-0. IQP ... ^Slx / 

f From RAUF. ¥our ijop' So.crot tologram Np.27621 
Ootobor. r DAMLR bringing stuff pnd copy of liefr by Pan 
' American Airways flight 3 loaving 9th poaching Delhi OOth / 
-ovonlng. Kindly instruct Customs authorities for Customs 
oxomption. . . > .• • 

. 

# i ' 3 * -'*„ | Wk • k*/* 

4 PRIMS MINISTER^) * DY MINISTER* FS(3)l CS(2)l DSFBAWTl 


S.A*(15) 
^ 8/11/52. 


CAB secy, 




Vw t 



7 jflB 


Superintendent G.C.B. 
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CCB Ho. 586 

O.T.P C ° Py N0 *‘ 7 

SOP fiSfiBfcl 

From,,,,*,. Foreign, NewJDolhl 

V $ 4 S > ISSbSW? V • * , • 

DTO OCT. 301530 


TE^ gGRAM 


To Indombassy, Tokyo 




No, 27621* ’ TOP 


Your Top Secret telegram 131- G of 
October 27th, Please send authenticated .list along 
with the stuff through DAMLE, 

L*- 

****** 

PRIME MINISTER (4)l DY MINx FS (2)x CS (2)s DSFEAlffTs* 


CAB SECYj 
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DR. C 13) 
301700 
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Telegram 


y . ._ ■: 


0»T ,.P. . 

TOP SiSCREI 
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♦ By oh» 




NAIDTJ#'-- .-' 

Octobcj 


ag| 


.From:- Indombassy, Tokyo.’; 

Tot* Foroign, Now Dolhl*. 

-.~ ; ■' \* . .. •■ ‘ ’ DTO OCT A 

DTR QGJ# 2716* 

• 

No,l31-G. Top Socro^^BrftJP. to- LEI] 

Reference* your Top ; Socrot* D/O F*.26(6}/N( 

• .>, v'SqB^y^' ■ - r:^yv*? 

Pix)poso ;.sQndiug ^tho,: stuff ir, qut custody with B/iHLK 
Joint Socrotary Agriculturo Ministry^.-who is Returning %o 
Ih&ta on 7th Novembox/ Bofo ranee to;.Japanoso Government NOT 
v - considorod nocossary and; may Involve? idolay. Japanoso 
Govornmont have so -far ovlncod NO inter© svifi the „ matter, 

, ' V ;*4 . . \ ^ 

? 


PRIME MINI3TERC4)i DY^JNV FS(2h CSC 2) > DBEEAWT: AND 


CAB .SECY. 


>*<** 




JT MowAX. Ujc tar& u - 




VK 




CluUlLfM*^ 

sraius) c/»,j 14] 

f ZJ.3Q.52, *%,<£ I 

. -gj*#-- if. * ***■ fy. 
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I. IT. ft. TUH A CURE 

Liar OF GOLD ITEMS TAKEN OVEN FROM 
HR . RAM IIITRTY, ON 24TII SEPTEMBER 1951, 

'BY THE EMBASSY OF INDIA, TOKYO. 

9 * 

4 

BUNDLE I 

i 

Package 1 

. 

t . 

Charred rings and pendants ( • 400 grams 

Package 2 

Charred and broken bangles, pins, buckles, etc. 2 kilograms, 560 grams 

I 

Pa ckage 3 

Charred and broken bangles, pendants, snuff box, 

medals, coins and rings 325 grams. 

Pack age 4 

Charred necklace pieces, medals and rings 325 grams. 

, i 

Package 5 


Charred ear-rings, nose-rings, rings, piostly with stones 700 grams. 
Package 6 

f 

Charred and broken bangles and anklets 1 kilogram, 700 grams 

Package 7 

Charred' and broken rings, noserings and pendants 825 grams. 

Package 8 


Charred rin^s and nose-rings 
Pa ckage 9 

Charred necklace, bangles, brooches and nose-rings 
Package 10 

( 

Charred ear-rings with stones and rings 
Package 11 
Charred ring's 

Pack age 1 2 

Charred rings and chain ' . 


425 grams. 


320 grams. 


425 grams. 


105 grams. 


200 grams. 


Package . .13 

Charred rings and buttons 
Package 14 
Charred ear pendants 


50 grams 


50 grams’ 

“T5V3TO pT0 y* 


I 


0 


f 

U 





BUNDLE II 

* "" 

\ 

Charred gold mixed vfith molten- metal, iron etc. 

i 7 


BUNDLE III 

Metal, mostly base and dust 
* 


AYER* s LOT 


(1) 9 pieces of gold : 300 grams 

(2) ¥ 20,000/- 
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3.500 


1.600 
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the /4> It October m 19.62* 


/y 




Hr dear Ratify 
Will 


up 




i* 


refer to the correa* 


S ondence resting 1 with Chettur* a d*o* letter 
o* F,26(14)/48, dated the 20th October 1961, 


about the IRA pn 
Mission in Tokyo 


ts taken over ty 
Ban Itothy T 


2. 


The Prlne Minister vlshas to know 


whether the treasure or Ite equivalent In 
money can now bo brought over, to India* As 
our Treaty of Peace with Japan has cons into 
force, this Should be a comparatively easy 
matter* 

3, We would be grateful if you would 
kindly mike the necessary inquiries end c a bl« 
your reply* 

Kind regards, 

* r _ 
# l - 4 

Tours sincerely. 


j* 


M.A. Rauf, Esq., 
Ambassador of India, 
Tokyo, 

Japan* 
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IMMEDIATE, 


r •' > * . 'A 

. / 

IgS*^ Pa ime Minister 1 * S^ccrutariat 

New Delhi 

jfvr 

Ath October, 1952. 

• -0 -»» . a 

1 ' 


My dear Ratan, 


■ * * : 


Certain items of INA treasure consisting of gold 

■ :•' • >>*•; 

and other valuables were taken over by the Indian Liaison 
Mission, Tokyo, some time ago and were in deposit with them. 

Prime Minister would like to know what is tt^e position about 

ft - 

... ' .. 

this treasure and what are its contents. He tjiould also like 


* 


to know whether these articles themselves or whether their 

1 

„ • - 
equivalent in money can now be brought over to India. Some 

- * * " • ■ ■ *• 

time ago, there was some difficulty about transferring the 

. 

treasure from Japan to India. I shall.be obliged if a note 
on this subject is, sent to me, at an early date, for the 


Prime Minister's information. 


Yours sincerely, 

• fa, /< 

( B.N. Kaul ) 



^,\ . ' - V” : ’X 

&*i#tlHKs3E3 

- / I 

# ,V 1 • •’V. ^ , iJ 


Shri R.K. Nehru, I.C.S., 
Foreign Secretary, • 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi. 


? o j- 7 | *- 



yj& 





Notice was received on the 16-7-52, 

Notice of admission to be sent out on the 23-7-52. 

Ministry to which the da> has been allotted PR IKE MBIISTIR'S SECTT. 


The question will, if admitted, be put down 
for the meeting on the ; — • 


29-7-52. 

V 




* ) f * 

' • J 


* SHftl R.S.TIWAHI « Will the Prime Minister be pleased 

3iiU .'UATAK t t • 

to state t . 

(a) diothor it has been fully verified that Shri Subhas Chandra 
boss is dead; and 

* i 

( b) if so, tfiy Uovo non t have not expressed their sympathy 
in regard to him tsx in view of his being a national sorker? 

ftM ( 5 ) f# ^.Un^cU - 

. / / \ Pm “X A ^ a 4 L 

• tt 




/t ~~ ? ■ ■ 


!$h f ^ 


flisS L&U*'** 

\ T- 



jP/V* sy<,6- /r y-s 


insist r y vf External Affairs. 

Ks '“: ^ f*f “*• M. 

blFD — DM8 — B — 482 prf- 8-8-fiI— $0,08*. 


•CLB*. 


Ozigianl notice received in Hindi. 
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PRIME MINISTER’S SECRETARIAT, *N»IA ► 
No.-flpS*. 47(l57)-S2/ pM S. 

Aetc DeiAi, • 


[kirf* 


I 

The undermentioned paper is for- 
warded to the Ministry of External 
Affairs ( N.G.O. Branch), for necessary 

r 

action. 


# ■ 

* — — ^ 

— tMTL. Baiaz) 
issistant Private Secretary. 


- 4* 



in Letter dated 11-6-1952 from Shri 
' Iyer, Bombay. 


S.A. 


1 


r\ 








Li. a Uvvo 1/-A 

SLA- S' 

rr\ • 1+ * ^ 

K 



i 



* 




Dear Mr. Sathe, 


/ 




©* 


& 


Will you please refer to 
your D.O.No* > '25/VNGO, dated the 
1st February, 1952, in connection 
with my note on the late Netajl 
I Subash Chandra Bose? Please note 
fl that the Report in question has 

already been sent to Shri Dutt from 
whom the first request came. I 
have already received an acknowledg- 
ment of the same from Shri Dutt, 
vide his D.O. No. 107/52-S, dated 
the JOth January, 1952. 

* Yours sincerely, 


v\b 



Shri R.D. Sathe, I.F.S. , 
Ministry of E.A.,f 
New Delhi. 
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*J*£r ‘§'tn-nc+(ry (u-A 

' CftlEF MINISTER 


frb fx- CM. 




GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL. 

, Caloutta. 

The 10th March, 1952. 
"i'*: . 


- ' 


My dear 


->A 


Kindly refer to your letter regarding the 

. 


ashes of Subhas Bose. 


I referred the matter to Sri Asoke Hath >5 

Bose, the eldest son of late Sarat Chandra Boae. He 

( • '' ^ * 

• - ' ■ i ‘ 

evidently consulted his people and telephoned to me 
yesterday to say that at the present moment they do not 

* l " ^ i '>4r m, * v. 

desire to move in the matter, and they also wish that 


■:.*r 


the matter be not pursued at the present moment. So 

' v* ■ . . ■ * 

I think there is nothing else to be done for the 

♦ 

moment • 


Y « 



Yours 


Hon ' ble Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Prime Minister, 

New Delhi. 






-*> 
l> \ 









•fn> 


N.f*. ‘ 




March 5 y 1952 



/v p . sy~<i - rv 


My dear Dr Boy, 

Will you kindly refer to H.H.K.'s 
D .0. letter to you of 'March the 1st about 
Iyer’s report on Shrl Subhas Dose's death? 

i 

As desired by H.P.M., I enclose a copy of 



the resume of the report vhlch was placed 

I 

• w 

on the table of the House on March the 
5th, when H.P.M* gave an oral answer to a 
question In Parliament* 


Yours sincerely. 


. • 'Je- 

(B. K. Nehru)* 

Enclt 

The Hon'ble 

Dr* B* C» Boy, 

Chief Minister of West Bengal, 

Calcutta. 


Ccunp I Chittornnjan* 
March 1* 1952* 


My dear Bidhan, 


I spoke to you about Subhas Bose's ashes In 

Tokyo* 

• • 

Ono Ayer was Publicity Adviser to Subhas Bose 
in Malaya during the IKA period* v He was with him till 
Subhas left for Japan* In the course of this Journey* 
it ha 3 been alleged that Subhas died owing to an aixv 
crash* 

! 

Ayer wont to Japan in May last to make further 
inquiries about tills matter* He has presented us with 
a full report containing the evidence of Indians and 
Japanese* some of thorn eye-witnesses of the crash* lie 
comes to the firm conclusion that there is not a shadow 
of a doubt that Subhas Bose died in Formosa in an aircraft 
accident and that his ashes were taken to Tokyo and are - 
now kept in a temple there* 

In answer to a question in Parliament I am going 
to place Ayer's report on the table of the House* I 
have no reason to doubt the correctness of this report 
and I think I must accept the final conclusion also^ 




The question arises as to what we are to do with 
the urn containing the ashes which is at present kept in 
a Japanese teiqple* We have asked our representative in 
Tokyo to take formal charge of this* but to leave it in 
the temple until further directions are given* I should 
like you to get In touch with Subhas Bose's family and 
find out from them what thoy would wish done In this 
matter* Wo can then take oounoel together and deoldC* 

ft y Ayt*. f s ftJLrJ' **u/ £ 7°^ 

(Jlte J / ‘ • • / • 

Sd/- Jawaharlal Nehru* 


The Hon 'bio 

Dr D*C* Hoy, 

Chief Minin tor of Wen t Bengal* 
camp* Chittnrrn jan* 



(pa - ft- 


/ 



Parliament ef India. Qu«. 



Question 334. 


»ns & Answers. 

(5-3-62) * 

Uncerrected - net fer pub lie at ^ 

te 


4 > 


Shrl Mamath: In view ef the fact that the Heuse Is deep' 
interested in this matter, may I request the Prime Minister 
te read net the whole ef the resume but at least Habib's 
version en page 2 and 3? 

Mr .Speaker: I de net see why the time ef the questien h 
sheuld be taken by such reading. The resume is already 

there and nen-Members may refer te it. 

• % » 

Mr.Kamaths Se that separate questiens may be put and 
answered. 

Mr .Speaker: He has get a cepy ef the statement. 

Shrl Jawaharlal Nehru: May I, Sir, read the last twe 15 
The repert is a detailed versien ef the enquiry. It alse 
centalns a certain versien given by Japanese efficers whe r 
him. (Mr .Ayer ). These are details but the final cenclusler 
I weuld read frem the repert. 

N In cenclusien I weuld pepeat that I have net the fain 
deubt in my mind that the ashes that are enshrined in the 
Renkeji temple in Tekye are Netaji's." 

Mr. K a math: Did Mr. Ayer in May last visit ehly Tekye er 
Taiheku, Saigen and ether places? 

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: I have te speak frem memery. 
de net think that^went te Taiwan er Hermesa. I cannet se 
abeut agy ether places either. 

Hr.Kamath : The repert with me says that at Taiheku af5 




Mr .Speaker: I de net see the utility ef putting these 
questiens. The repert is by an efficer and it is befere 
Heuse and all that the hen.Prlme Minister is deing is te < 
the repert te the Heuse. Hew can he answer questiens abc 
the accuracy er etherwlse ef the repert? 

Mr.Kamath: Is it net a fact that en several eccasiens 
in this Heuse the fermer Heme Minister. Sardar Patel and 
Dr.Keskar stated that they had ne irrefutable evidence er 
preif ef the death ef Netaji Subhas Chandra Bese and if s 
may I knew whether this is taken as the last werd en the 

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: This is the fullest and latest 
acceunt that we have had. Whether it is the last werd r 
further infermatien may ceme later I cannet say but it dr 
seem new that it is a fairly cenvincing acceunt. 

Mr.Kamath: New that Oevernment is satisfied that let' 
Subhas Chandra Bese is definitely ne mere, is there any i 
befere Government te erect a suitable memorial te him in 
Red Fort? 

Mr. Speaker: I am afraid I must disallow the question 
It is a suggestion fer action. Next question. 



D.O.Ho. I°7 /52-S 
REGRET 





January 30, 1952, 



Thank you for your demi-official letter Ho. 


13-C0M/52 of the 17th January. Your note on Netajl 


Subhas Chandra Bose's activities during the last few 
months of his life is very interesting, and ve are 

keeping it on record. Incidentally, you may be 

* 

Interested to hear that K.A. Ayer has recently published 
a book on Netaji. When 1 saw the book in manuscript, 
my impression was that the material could have been 
arranged in a more effective manner and that there was 
considerable room for improvement of the language and 



style 


reviews of this new book. 


It is a matter of great pity that Netajl Bose's life 
has not yet received adequate treatment at the hands 


of our writers and historians. I have no doubt, 
however, that the future historians will give him the 
rightful place in the national struggle for independence 


Yours sincerely, 




fhri A. M. 'Sa£ay, 
Commissioner for the Govt, 
of India in B.W. Indies, 
Po^t-of-Rpain, 

Trinidad. 


f 
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1 . Date of despatch 

2. List of enclosures 


if* , . * : 

DEPAltTMENT/OFFlCB. 

File No. 

’ifcmMHC • TOP SECRET Seri u N o ‘ •' 

* Dut6d /s£* Fcl»t 


D . 0, Lettor _ 

Draft »5 mcscw«5CX 


\/ 


Ifi'A 


(5 


y 

\% 


No. 25/4/NGO 

1 | ^ / • • • 

Dear Mr. Sahay, 

Will you please refer to Mr. Dutt’s 

D.0.No.768/51-S dated the 1st November, 1951 

% 

and Miss Leilamani Naidu' s reminder No. 

0 

25/4/NGO dated the 21st December, l951^about 
'the late Subash Chandra Bose? 

, We shall be grateful for a very- early 

reply ., * ' v . 

# 

Yours sincerely, 

Aa- . 

(R.D.Satlie) 

1 

Shri A. M. Sahay, 

Commissioner for the Govt, of India, 
Port-of-Spain, , 

TRINIDAD, B.W.I. 



t>^ 




1. Date of despatch. 

2 . List of enclosures. 


FUe No. 

Be rial No. 

Letter T-CP ShC.UT 

Oraft mjbw» 

'Eckjexw 


A b 


kk- 


No - 25/4/NGO 
Dear i-ir. Sahay* 




. •! 

Dated t- I ~l zjii 7 


Will you please refer to 

IK * 

isir. Butt’s D.u. letter No. 758/51 -S , 
dated the 1st November, 1951 about 
the late Dubash Chandra Bose? 

We shall be grateful for an 

. i 

early reply. 


Your £?TyCTce rely , 
iLeilamani/Kaidu J 


Shri A. Ni. bahay, 

Commissioner for the Govt, of India, 
Port-of-'Jpain, 

TrilKIDAD , B .W. 1 . 
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substantial quantity of old ornaments and precious stones, 
but that he was .allowed . to carry only two suit-cages ' • . . ' ' 

on t^e ill-fated flight. These two suit-cases must 
* have carried very much more than has now been handed . 

over to us, and even if allowances are made for the' ' 

loss of the part bf the treasure when the plane crashed, , 

it seems obvious that what was retrieved was substantially 
i very much more' than has n' w .been in our possession. Wjiat 
is still more .important is that the bulk of the treasure 
v/as left in Saigon and it is significant from information 
. that is available that on't’e 26th January, 1945, Netaji’s 
collection* weighed more than Mnself. In this context 
you will notice 'that flyer came to Tokyo subsequently from 
Saigon and that ’ is statement at that time was that 1 , "the 5 

gold is intact as I have brought' it from Saigon, 'while •/ •/ ’ 

cash is f e balance after cl anging Piastres into Yens 
and meeting ny expenses during my stay ! ’n Japan since 
August C2n> 1945”. There is a party here who has seen 
the- boxes in layer's reran and who was also told by 
flyer of the contents of these few. ho ices. What 
happened to .these boxes subsequently is a m. stry -as 
all that we have got from B;'c~ in 3(50 grams of gold, 
and about 230 rupees gold worth of cosh. You vj ill,, 
no. doubt, draw, your own cone 1 us inn from all this, but 
to e it wow" d appear as If tif e , apprehensive of the 
early conclusion of the Peace Treaty., came to Tokyo <■ 
to divide the loot and i to salve his and Ilurthy’s ♦ 

conscience by the •hogdin ever of a small quantity to . t * 

Governribnt. in the hope fch »t by doing, so he would also 
succeed in draw in a red herring across the trail.” • 


Suspicion regard in;-; - the improper disposal of. ’ I 

the .treasure is t' ickened by 'ha comparative 'affluence ' 
in 1346 of Hr. Hamamurthy when ^ll other Indian , ' * 

nationals in Tokyo ’'ere suffer in the greatest hard- 
ships. Another fact wht-c! suggests that the 
treasures w re imoroner 1 " disposed of is a -sudden , 
blossom in out into an Oriental pur to expert of 
Col. flgges, the Kill 'Try attache of the British .Mission 
in Tokyo, and the reported invitation pxonded by' ' t 

the Colonel to 3a -amurt* to so le down in U.K. 



(U.D. Sathe) 
1.XI.51. 
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Considerable quantities of gold and treasures 
we.re given to the late Shri Subhas Chandra Bose by' India® 
in the Par East as 'a part pf their war effort. Shri 
Subhas Chandra carried a cart of tjneso "treasures'.* with// 
him on his ill-fated flight frbm Saigon tu Tokyo;- 'the 
remaining "treasures" were left in Saigon. 

• . • * ■ 

According to photo-static conies of documents ; 
the following treasures, are reported to have eventually ] 
reached Tokyo. 

4 i , * • 

A. Recovered from plane crash 


3. 


(1) Comparatively pure gold 
'n two wooden bores and 
a paper wrapper (weight 
include weight of gold 
and w ood ep • box ) 

r 

(2) 0 e pac' et gold nixed 

f with molten metal iron 
etc. (weight includes 
weight of gold, metal 
iron etc. and paper 

1 ' trCLVPQF • 

Brought by S.A.. Iyer .from Saigon 

i 


Kg. 

7 


gas. 
- 900 


3 - 100- 


- - 300 




\»rj! 
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. 11 - .300 ' 'j 

In addition to the above Mr. 3.A.,ftyer handed 
over ¥.20,000/-. . ( 

The abpve treasures were handed over in Tokyo 
to one Mr. Ramamurthy. Mr. Ramamurthy ’was on several 
occasions quest! ned by representatives of the Government 
of Indie regarding these treasures but he denied the , 
existence of the treasure and it was only recently that 
ho admitted th t the treasures were in his possession. 

*• ' l 'g 

v These -treasures have now been takpn over by .the J 
Indian Liaison -Mission, Tokyo, and the list of treasures : |F 
recovered by them is at slip/Jfc?. The weight of treasures • 
now recovered Ls consider ably more tlv-n the weight of tr.oa- 

o ,ted to have beer. Tided over to 
l r. i\ -rnu-'.hy .* iVrtl or d o ¥.2'",0C' /- not es now ’• --ndod ' 
ov r to Indian Liaison 'Mission, are. of cur ent use.flEhe 
notes ‘.h it wore '-ended over to Mr. Raruhaurthy in 1045 
must ’ eve ’ e~n f oso which are no longer current in 
Japan;. ' 

*-r . Iyer Recently visited Japan .with the . , * 
ostonsl’lo -uruose n investigating t'-e present position* • 

In regard t - : ho treasures. Mr. Iyer's activities in Japan 


>IP_ 


bbve ween v t ! or • spicious and llr. Chettur's views 
r > erd in is -r ■ as follows:- , 


if: 


"I ---a ' 1 ■ '* k ]• ••fca 1 had wit* him \n Saigon 

wf* 


* V: • v . V M 

y rgi r\ , ' - 
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My dear Dutt, 



Please refer to my Top Secret telegram No.74-GS 
dated the 25th September intimating to you that whatever 
INA properties Ram Murty handed over to us were in our 
possession. 


2. As arranged with Ram Murthy, Trivedi accompanied 
by the Office Registrar went to the former’s house on the 
24th September, and took possession of the various 
packages after opening ana weighing, them with our own 
scale in the presence of Ram Murty and his wife. These 
^ packages were in three cloth bundles.' In addition { 
there was a paper package containing' gold pieces and / . 
and ¥ 20,000 in cash handed over by Iyer to Ram Murty. 

A copy or the detailed list with weights shown against 
O each package is enclosed. 


1 A 


3. Trivedi also signed a receipt on the photostat 
copies of Habibur Kehnan’s and Iyer’s letters to Murty 
dated the 15th November, 1945, copies of which I had 
sent to Chakravarty with my Top Secret D.O. letter 
Ho.F.5(25)/51 of 6th June 1951. 


4. If you compare the lists with the information 
given in the photostat copies, vou will find that there 
was no wooden box and that the " treasure” was apparently 
divided into a larger number of paper packages and 
cloth bundles. Despite the absence of the wooden box, 
however, the weight is more than that shown in 
Habib -ur-Rehman’ s letter, which also does not mention 
another bundle mostly containing dust and some base metal. 
Ram Murtv told 'iriveai that the ’’treasure” was opened 
< ' and. weighed once arain when Iyer came here last. Iyer 

has jotted down the weights in his handwriting and these 
slips of paper are with the bundles. Murty also stated 
that the third bundle was not mentioned in Habib-ur-Rehman' s 
letter as it was practically worthless,. 








5. Two other points worth noting in this connection 
are that the twenty thousand Yen handed over by Ram Murty 
are in current notes of ¥ 1,000 each, and not in notes which 
were current in 1945 nor in their equivalent in. actual 
value on account of changes in Yen currency values. 

Secondly, the gold lumps given by Iyer, which are 
obviously pieces from melted ornaments are bright and 
completely untarnished. You will no doubt consult 

experts whether gold will remain entirely untarnished 
after nearly six years. 

6. Incidentally, when Trivedi first called Ram Murty 
in August 1951 after the receipt of your instructions 

to take over the "treasure”, he admitted that the 
treasure was in his possession but that he had been 
denying its existence so far 1 "in view of the risks 
involved in admitting it", meaning robbery or appropriation 
by the Uccupation or J ananese 'authorities. As a matter of 
fact Murty lias alljilonfc denied the existence of the 
"treasure' 1 and even ^Chakravarty questioned him when he 
was the Head of the Mission (and even though there is no 
specific noting on our file, it would appear that Rama Rao 
or Bahadur Singh must also nave questioned him.) 



2 
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7. I may add that we have since been able to secure 
on a personal and private basis a confidential report from 
the Japanese Foreign Ministry on the question of 
Netaji's "treasure". It appears that Wetaji had with 
him in Saigon substantial quantities of gold ornaments 
and precious stones, but that he was allowed to carry only 
two suitcases on the ill-fated flight. These two 
suitcases must have carried very much more than has now 
been handed over to us and. even if allowances are made for 
the loss of part of the "treasure" when the ’plane crashed, 
it seems obvious that what was retrieved was substantially 
very much more than is now in our possession. What is 
still more important is that the bulk of the treasure was 
left in Saigon and it is significant from information 
.that is available that on the 26th January 1945, Netaii’s • 
collection weighed more than himself. In this context 
you will notice that Iyer came to Tokyo subsequently 
from Saigon and that his statement at that time was that : 
"The gold .is intact as I brought it from Saigon. The 
cash is balance after changing Piastre into Yen and 
meeting my expenses during my stay in Japan since 
August .22, 1945". There is a party here who has seen 
the boxes in Iyer’s room and who was also told by Iyer 
of the Contents of these two boxes. What happened to 
these boxes subsequently is a mystery as all that we 
have now got from Iyer is 300 grams of t gold and about 
260 Rupees worth of cash. You will, no doubt, draw your 
own conclusions from all this, but to me it would appear 
uncommonly as if Iyer, apprehensive of the early 
conclusion of the Peace Treaty, came to Tokyo to divide 
the loot and to salve his and Murty’s conscience by the 
handing over of a small' quantity to bite Government 
in the hope that by doing so he would also succeed in 
drawing a red herring across the trail. How far he 
has been successful, time will show. 




• * 


i 


* A 


Youi 


(K. 





S. Dutt , Esq. , I.C.S.. 
Secretary, Commonwealth Relati 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
NEW DELHI . 


S. Dutt, Es 


ions, 


/ 



BUMBLE I . / (boB 


b 


package 1 

9 

Charred rings and pendants , 400 grams 

Eackag e 2 

Charred and broken bangles, pins, buckles, etc. 2 kilograms, 560 
Eagkags, 3, 


Charred and broken bangles, pendants, snuff box, 
medals, aoins and rings 


325 grams 
325 grams. 


Package 4 

Charred necklace pieces, medals and rings 
Package 5 

Charred' ear-rings, nose-rings, rings, mostly with stones700 grams. 
Package 6 

f 

Charred and broken bangles and anklets 1 kilogram, 700 { 

Package 7 

Charred and broken rings, noserings and pendants 
Package 8 

Charred rings and nose-rings 
’ Package 9 

Charred necklace, bangles, brooches and nose-rings 
Package 10 

i 

Charred ear-rings with stones and rings 
Package 11 

Charred rings 

Package 12 

Charred rings and chain* 

Package 13 

Charred rings and buttons 
Package 14 . 

Charred ear pendants 


825 grams. 
425 grams . 
320 grams. 
425 grams. 
105 grams. 
200 grams. 
50 grams 



Charred gold mixed with molten metal, iron etc. 

Bi fli D L K III 

Metal, mostly base and dust 



1.600 


AWs LOT 

(1) 9 pieces of gold : 300 grams 

( p ^ V non / 



D.O.No, 



_jJ ^ c- jX ) , 

TOF~ SECRET ( 37 " / 

INDIAN LIAISON MISSION*" 

- 

TOKYO / 

1st October 1951. 

. V 
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My dear Dutt* 
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Lkr. 5c? 
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Will you please refer to your D.O.letter No.25/4/NG0 
dated the 24th September 1951? 






2, I am afraid there Is some misunderstanding here. In 
none of my earlier letters did I say that the ashes presumed 
to be those of the late Netaji are at present "In the charg e 
of Mr. Ramamurti ". As a matter of fact* these Ashes are 
not in the custody of Ramamurti but under the control of the 
priest of the Renkoji Temple* vho does not recognise the right 
of Ramamurti to control* Its disposal. ' It may Interest you to 
know that quite some months ago we had arranged with the 
Japanese Foreign Office here that these ashes would be left 
undisturbed and under our control In the temple until further 
instructions were received from this Mission. The priest 
himself is also fully aware of this decision* which was 
explained to him in person* 


■ ** ■■ j 

, r n . 

. . - 


3. 70u will of course let me know in due course the 
decision of the Government of India regarding its final 
disposal. 

4. The revival of Interest In the ashes and Netaji* s 
treasure raises some misgivings in my mind* a subject which 

I shall refer to In greater detail when I write to you regardl 
the taking over of the treasure from Ramamurti. 

Yours 





S . Dutt * Esq. * I.C.S. * 

Secretary* Commonwealth Relations* 
Ministry of External Affairs* . 

New Delhi. 
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1 . Date of despatch 

2. List of enclosures 


jss^ 

' 


n* 

\ UT31 15NT/ OF KICEj 

D • 0 . l etter 
Dialb 

TMrgTmH 

No. tL TnJ Cud 


TOr 3!3C!5T 


!*% V 


Fil« No. 
Serial No. 


\ 


2^ 

Dated 


(So;; 


;r Chottur, 


/ 


V i 


\ 


/ 


V£r — h’j' ■ 


’Jill you please rofe ;* tp-' Chakra - 

y' 

varty’s D.O. letter to you, I o. 25/4./IT0G of 
the; 10th July, about t’hc Ashes of the late 
1 o ta j i Subha. s Chandra ose ■? 

’ As reported by 7 / 011 , the ashes 
presumed to be those of the late Ketaji are 
at present ih the char pc of i'r. ''nmanurti, 

I 

e:c-Fresident • of the I.I.L., and are enshrined 
in the lie ni:o ;i i Tenple at ITorinouchi, Supinani- 

l| 9 

la 1 , Tokyo , under the supervision of the hirh 

% I 

n"iest. fhc Irinc 1 ir lsl’ar d' 1 sire 3 that you 
i ; od i. tely take over chnrpo of t 1 ose ashes 
from daJsyrnirtl, without publicity, lea vine 
them undisturbed in the temple up til further 
i st.'uctiors. This transfer of 'custo#dinn- 
ship.ij5.ll be without prejudice to the final 
decision, uVich vill bo taken later, as to 

jt . • 

' ’’e late Detail Subha s 'Chandra Bose. 

Kind repa/ds, 

’ W 


Yours sincerely, 


A -VtvT 


7C (S. JDUTT). 
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Ministry orBxfernal k 

SUMMARY . 

t 

Subject : Neta.li Subas Chandra Rose. 


■ Five questirns were asked in Parliament regarding Netaji 

Subas Chandra Bose in 1946. In answer to Mr.Mangal Singh 1 3 

on 12 February 1946 

question on Netaji' s death, the Government/made an authoritative 
statement that Netaji succumbed to injuries sustained in, a plane 

A t? 5 

crash at Talhoku airfield on 18 August 1945. Subsequently 

i 

1 

however, the Government on 30 October 1946 stated, in reply to 

* c*. 

i + jm " -i 

another question by Mr.-Mangal Singh, that they are no^t in a 
position to make any authoritative statement on whether Netaji 
is dead or alive and that tl^ey have not made ariy enquiries in the 
matter. This apparent contradiction is presumably due to the 
fact that the former reply was given by the foreign controlled 

i 

India Government and the latter .by Shri Patel after the establish- 

i i , 

ment of the Interim Government. 

2. The Hindustan Times published on 12 October 1946 a state- 
ment by the Kon'ble the Prime Minister that there was not the 
slightest justification for the belief that Netaji was alive. 

This statement also referred to Col. Habibur Rahman's letters 
to the H.P.M. wherein he had assured the fact of'NetajjLls death 
August 18, 1945. Col. Rahman was himself involved in the -plane 

' crash and he had his bed in the hospital side by side with that 
of Netaji. 

• # 

3. Capt. Yoshimi Taneyoshi, a medical officer of the Japanese 

Imperial Army, has, in a long statement,, given the details of 
Netaji ',s death. 


j 


.1 




/ N 

4. y In 1951, two questions were asked; in the Parliament in 


v' 

this regard. One referred to the communication received from 


f] 


Major-General J.K.Bhonsle, Chairman, I.N.A'. Advi s ory Committee, 


I 


< : ffSl) ... • 

wherein was reported thfrt the ashes- of Netaji were lying 
in a temple in, Tokyo. The Indian Liaison Mission,' Tokyo, 
were asked to verify this report. The Mission Carried out 
possible investigations and rjported that Mr.Ramamurti had 
confined that Aiyer and himself received ashes of Netaji 
in September 1945 and entrusted them to the custody of • 

. 

Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. The first secretary visited 

f 

the temple and saw the casket. The Mission had reported 
that further verification was obviously impossible. They 
have stated further that according to understanding at time 

r 

of deposit of ashes, the temrle authorities prepared 
to despatch the ashes to India, provided arrangements are 
made for receiving the casket with ceremonies and honour 

compatible with the status of Netaji. 
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I. TREASURE: , 


II. ASHES: 


4% 
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* # • * 






Instructions to take over the gold and 
Jewellery from Mr. lfurtl was sent 3 times 
to Mr. Chettur.. ’ 


(a) PM's telegram of ■ June 23rd 

(b) Secy.CR's letter, 25th June 

(c) Secy.CR's letter, 12th July 

(d) Secy.CR's letter, 18th July 

, » 

(a) Secy.CR's letter of 18th July 
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--P.19A 

- -P . 21A 
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— P.21A 


V . i 9 • ♦ , k W r rwTjPV l v r VnSH 

Qt.lProm various instructions we think it * 
fl desirable not to get mixed up with 
/llleta^i's Ashes at least for the 
present. The Ashes may remain where 
i they are. 


(b) Secy.CR's note of 15-9-51 


1*1 

■ 


Qt.)]The Prime Minister suggested our 
writing to Mr. Chettur to take 




charge of the Ashes from Mr, Murti 
but not to remove the Ashes t^o the 
Mission. 
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D.O. No.F.5(25)/51. ^ BECHET 





INDIAN LIAISON MISSION 


TOKYO 

20th July 1951.' 


C/' 


\/ 

f/- A 


0 

^ -A 




My dear Chakravarty, 

t 9 € 

' Your top secret D.O. letters No. 

v y 

25/4/NGO dated . the 25th June and 2nd July 

■ 0 i 

1951 hnve obviously crossed mine No.F.5(25)^ 

• • » 

51 of the 29th June. 1 shall therefore 

% 

_ await your further instructions before 

proceeding in the matter, as the success 

• f % 

of any investigations at this stage aopears 

to depend largely on the' extent of Ayer's 

• / \ # 

cooperation with us, and the ball for the 

» * 

present is in yo^r court. 



^ours Lincferely, 1 
(K.*K.dhettur) 


B . N . Chakravarty , Es.q« , I . C . S . , 

Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs, 
Xodc New Delhi. 
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My dear Chettur, 


. r 

D.O.Ho iNC.oVLi'b 

Ministry of External Affairr 
Hew Delhi, 

18th July 1951. 


II A 



This" is in continuation of my letter No. 
F.25/4AG0, dated the 12th July, 1951. The Prime 
Minister came back yesterday and I mentioned the 

( matter to him. From various considerations we think 
it desirable not to get mixed up with Netaji's Ashes 
at least for the oresent. The Ashes may remain where 
they are. You should, however,' try' to^ake possession 
of" - the gold from Ramamurti.” 

^ 9 

As Regards the holding of an enquiry the 
position is as I stated in my letter dated the 12th 
July and the Prime Minister does not want any open 
Investigations which might prove embarrassing- to the 
Mission and to the Government. If any confidential 
enquiries are possible without causing any embarrass- 
ment to the Mission you will no doubt make such 
enquiries. Please let us know when you are able to 
take possession of the gold. The question of its 
disposal may then be considered. 

i 

Yours sincerely, 


. 


A 'V 

, fcB.N. 


Chakravarty) 


K.K. Chettur. Esq. . 

Tlead of Indian Liaison Mission, 

X0&£. 
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o.o.ho. F.*efr/^Si 

Mia lit ry of External Affairs. 

Now Delhi. 

12th July, 1961. 


My dear Chettur, 




s 


f I enclose a copy of a letter written to Bhat, Chief 

Secretary of the Bombay Government, by Ayer on his return to 
India. From your letters I got the impression that Ayer more 
or less avoided meeting you after the 5th June with the result 
that you could not communicate the contents of our telegram to 
him. He seems to suggest that tho initiative was with you abfl 
that you did not send him any message until the day he left Tokyo. 
That, however. Is probably to be expected. 

Ml 

The Prime Minister is away and I cannot at the moment tell 
anything about tho Ashes, but inorjn ,hlA e you may„ftsk JfowaohRtl- 
make over the gold to you. nmj ' 

I received your d.o. letter Nn.F.6( 25) /51, dated the ?9th 
June 1951 uuly. As I had already told you in one of my previous 
letters there was nothing wrong in your interpretation of the ; v 
Government's attitude. That was my own interpretation too. But 
when I talked the matter over with the Prime Minister he definitely 
said that that is not the Government's attitude. Apparently Harish 
Dayal's letter was Issued without the knowledge, of the Prime 
Minister. In your letter dated the 11th June 1951 you stated 
that you had heard the most scandalous reports .about the Ayer- 
Ramataurti link and that you had no reason whatsoever to doubt 
their authenticity, but that in view of the lack of interest 
evinced by Government in this matter in the past you have refrained 
from pursuing it. We therefore Informed you that Government are 
greatly interested in recovering all gold and other forms of 
treasure ana suggested that you might pursue the matter. If as 
you now say that it is too late to undertake a treasure hunt we 
would certainly not press you to do so, , particularly if it means $ 
that your "investigations may involve a degree of publlolty which 

I might well prove embarrassing not only to the Mission but also to 
the Government of India". I myself feel that the guilty persons 
should be exposed. If that cannot be done by confidential 
enquiries without causing any embarrassment to the Mission I -'-5* 
suppose we will have to give up the idea altogether* I have not 
been able to show your latest letter to the Prime Minister* When 
he comes back from Bangalore I will mention the case again to him 
and obtain his orders as to whether he would like the matter to be 
Investigated further. I will let you know his decision in due 
. course. 


Yours sincerely, 




K.K.Che ttur,Esq. , 

//\ Head of Indian Liaison Mission, 
Bokvo . v 


(B.N.Chakravarty) 
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TOP-SECRET 


INDIAN LIAISON MISSION 
TOKYO 

29th June 1951. 



My dear Chakravarty, 

* Will you please refer to the Ministry's cable No. 
PRIMIN-21557 dated the 23rd (received 25th) June 1951, which 
has crossed my top secret D.O. of the ,22nd? 

/x- /V 2. My interpretation — which I am now told is wrong — 

of Government's attitude towards this matter was based on the 
Ministry's D.0.No.D.9593-FEA/47 dated the 29/30th December 1947, 
to which Incidentally I^invited your attention when I reopened 
v the case in my D.O. of the 21st May 1951 ’regarding SCAP clearance 

for Ayer’s contemplated visit to this country. To the Mission's , 
request as early as in December 1947 for instructions of 
Government on the Question of the alleged misappropriation of 
the Neta.li collections by Ramamurti, the Ministry's reply was: 

" In any event, the Govt, of India can hardly claim the assets 
of the Indian Indepe ndence League as its own and this is there - 
fore a ma t. ter . in which w e cannot proceed officially. It is for 
the accusers o f Ramamu rti themselves to take such action as 
they are able " . 


3. It seems to me too late now to undertake a treasure- 
hunt on the scale envisaged by you -- for one thing, all the 
treasure, if it existed, save the t wo boxes now promised by 
Aver, which are I understand in Ramamurti' s possession now, must 
have long ago been converted into hard cash, commodities and 
landed nronerty. The nroceeds must' also have been distributed 
between the narties concerned, and as I observed before, this'' 
would annear in some measure to be borne out by Ramamurti 's 
comparative affluence in 1946, Cant. Thairatatte ' s farming 
venture in Sendai and Col. Fiegess' blossoming out into an 
Oriental curio exnert and a collector of objet d'art. There 
are others also ’hose name s have been mentioned, though the 

S nature of their participation in this affair still remains to 
be revealed. The fact however that Ayer refused to see his old 
Indian Independence League friends, other than Ramamurti , during 
his recent visit to Tokyo and that he slinned out of Tokyo 
without calling unon me’ would apnear to shoi-/- a degree of 
complicity in the whole, affair well worth examining. This 
i I shall do if you agree, though I would also add that the scent 
Is now stone-cold and that many red herrings have been drawn 
across the trail. You are also aware of the agitation amongst 
I the local Indian community here and that I have had quite a 
[number of nromises from many Indians, who have been here since 
‘the war, of signed statements setting, forth their knowledge of 
what transpire i during this period. It is also, nrobablv within 
•i your knowledge thet certain Japanese informants', who were willing, 

I to offer the Mission concrete and conclusive evidence in 1948 
with regard to the disappearance of the Neta.li collections, 
were nrevented from doing so bv interested narties. 

4. I am rerf°ctlv clear however that any enquiry now 
will stir un a lot, of mud which I would rather avoid, since 
the nrincipal collaborators, are well beyond reach and all that 
the enquiry would To would be to secure for us a measure of 
publicity which T for one would most definitely like to avoid. 

And it se&ms to me that Government also cannot avoid some 
measure of responsibility for evading the issue in 1947 -- 
indeed the feeling here among local Indians was and is that 
the Government of India displayed an apathy and indifference 
to the manner of Subha s Chandra Bose's death and the disposal 
of his collections, which aooeared to them to be little short 
of callous. Ayer is no doubt fully aware of all this -- this 

a 
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is borne out by his clever observation to me that Government 
would be well advised to let sleeping dogs lie as election time 
was coming on and that it would hardly do to stir up the whole 
question of Netaji's death, the manner of his death and the 
disoosal of his collections, 'which would appear to indicate, 
at any rate on his cart, a very keen interest in letting this 
matter fade into oblivion. 

. 

5 . AJ1 that ifce can salvage out of this business therefore 
would appear to be the two boxes, and as Ayer is now in India 
I suggest that he be asked, to arrange for their being handed 
over to the Mission. It is interesting, as you observe, that 
both Ramamurti and Ayer should now admit the existence of this 
fold "hen they had originally denied all knowledge of any gold 
or jewellery -- and narticularly when the ohotostat cooies 
revealed their existence as far back as 1945. 

6. ! may be doing ^yer an injustice, but I am not sure that 
he is not a nartv to the misappropriation. Allegations have 
also been made here of his misaporopriation of the deposits in 
thoi Azad Hind Bank in Rangoon, of which ha was I understand the 
Managing Director. It is also stated by an Indian resident here 
that when he called unon Ayer soon after his arrival in Japan 

in 1945,i his attention was drawn by Ayer himself to two big 
suitcases containing the personal effects of the late Subhas 
Chandra Bose, though what transpired later to these boxes has 
not been revealed. He should I think in this connection have 
on record an affidavit from Ayer with regard to his knowledge 
of these matters and I trus-t that the necessary steps to this 
end \tfill be taken by ydu. 


7. • It would be also interesting in this connection if an 
affidavit could be secured from Col. Rahman, who is now in 
Pakistan, so that the two individuals who are known to have 
seen and/or handled the Netaji collections last’ may be on record, 
as it may throw considerable light on the amounts that were 
saved from the wreck. My o^n feeling is that Ayer's recent 

j visit to Japan was not for a holiday but for the final disposi- 
tion of the property, as ; a peace treaty was due very shortly 
and it was likely that the Japanese Government themselves might 
set afoot some enquiry as to the disposition of the treasure, 
as their good name also has been involved in this matter. 

8. Yon may be interested to know in this connection that 
•i the Murti brothers ere reported to be seriously contemplating 

quitting Japan and settling down either in the TJ.K. or in the 
U.3.A. -- probably the 'former and that Col. Flrress, Assistant 
Military Adviser to the British Embassy here has promised them 
every assistance if they propose to go to the U.K. It is not 
also without interest to mention that these ill-gotten gains 
have brought little happiness to the Murti family, Save perhaps 
their Japanese "ives in whose names I gather their property in 
Japan has he°n reristpred. The elder Murti (Ramambrti) , though 
he owns a fine shop on the Ginza, perpetually wears a most 
harassed look. His asthmatic complaint, in spite of all the 
latest drugs that modern medicine can supply and' his money 
can buy, have brought him little or no relief. , V/hat is even 
more tragic is that his younger brother (Jayamurti), who suffers 
from tuberculosis, has I understand had three of his ribs 
removed and has become practically a permanent . invalid. 


YourA sincerely. 



(K.K.Chettur) 


B.N.Chakravarty , Esq., I.C.S., 

Secretary, Commonwealth Relations, 
Ministry of External Affairs, New Delhi. 
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Ministry of Sxternal Affairs. 
Hew Delhi, 

Oth July, 1051. 



My dear Bhat, 

Thank you very much for your 
Secret d.c. letter Ko.CS 287. dated the 

7th July, 1951 enclosing Ayer's letter 

Sk- 

of 2nd July. I propose to show the 
letter to the Prime Minister on his 

return from Bangaloreltf orvYur^ther 

✓ A 

action. / 
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Yours slncerelyj 


^y 


V 



M.D. Bhat, Esq. , I.C.S., 
Chief Secretary, 
Government of Bombay, 

som AX. 


(B.H.Chakravarty) 7'f’ : 
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* * i V' D.O. No. C£x«7- 

v - Political & Service a ' Department , 


Secretariat, Bombay. ' " • 

7th July 1951. ’ . i 

•• .: * » . .■ - i 


My dear ChAkravarty, 


i- > VWJl 


■ ■ 

Please^refer to your demi-official 
letter No.25/4/NGO, dated the 4th July 
1951. . 

Ml® 



my 


on 

Ayer 1 a. 

letter of 2nd July 1951. 

I am now enclosing.it herewith. 

/. > •- •’ •z&i \ 


t * **/ 

,*ir 


Tours sincerely. 



(M. D. Bhat) 


Shri B.N. Chakrhvarty, ICS, 
Secretary to the Govt, of India, 
Ministry’ of External Affairs, 
New Delhi. 




•• :) 


. ( t'*2i 



' ml 

till 


j 


X 





} * 


0 ‘ 


-J3 


SECRET. 


Dear 


S. A. Ayer/; 
20, Nagin Mahal, 
Churchgate, BOMBAX 

30.6.51 




Shrl Bhatiji 

With reference to your D.^. No. C.S./229 of 
11th May 1951, I arrived in Tokyo on 2hth May and after 
a stay of 18 days there, returned to Bombay on 13th 
June. The next day I called on you at the Secretariat and 
gave you a brief oral report. 

• During my brief stay in Tokyo, I called at the 
Indian Liaison Mission and met His EHcellency K.K.Chettur, 
Chief of the Mission, 09 three days, namely. May 29* May y 
and June 5. 

In the course of the second interview I handed 
to Ghri Chettur photostat copies of two documents one 
of which contained authentic information on what hap- 
-pened to the jewellery which Netaji was carrying with 
him on his fatal plane dash from Saigon on August 17, 

19U5. 

As for Netaji’ s sacred ashed, I told Shrl 
Chettur that they were still enshrined in the temple 
where I had left them in 191 * 5 . 

In view of the fact that Shri M. Rama Murti, 
ex-President, Indian Independence League, Japan, had 
been looking after the security of the atokaMi ashes as 
well as the gold for the last six years, I requested 
Shri Chettur to ask for cabled instructions from the 
MtasatExtemal Affairs Ministry to relieve Shri Murti 
of this onerous responsibility which should no longer 
be allowed to remain a burden on a private individual. 

Shri Chettur agreed to contact Delhi immediately. 

When I called on him six days later, namely, 
June5, he said that he had airmailed a letter to Delhi 
soon after I saw him on May 30, and had not yet had a 
reply. In my presence, he dictated a cable to Delhi 



.asking for an urgent reply to his letter* He premised 
to let me kncnr the. moment he heard from Delhi. I 
did not receive ary message from him until the day 
I left Tokyo, namely, the 11th of June. 

1 

That, in fcm brief, is the position as far as 
I am aware at thi/ moment. I do not know if Shri 
Chettur has since heard from Delhi. Ifnothing has 
yet been done in the matter, I would even now urge 
Delhi to instruct Shri Chettur to take over the 
responsibility for the safety of the ashes and the 
gold. 

I need hardly add that I have sufficient proofs 
to convince any unbiassed person that the ashes are 
Nataji's. But, in view of the unfortunate attitude 
still adopted by Netaji's nephews, Shri Amiya Bose and 
and Arvind Bose, the ashes cannot be brought to India 
yet; nor would it be prudent to make any announcement 
for the time being, either. 

As for the gold, it might be worth our while 
to wait till the signing of the Japanese Peace Treaty, 
which event is expected to take place in September next. 
Then it might be easier to do something with the gold 
in Japan itself or to bring it to India. For obvious 
reasons, we can hardly do anything in this connection 
as long as the American occupation lasts. 

All these facts are very well known to Shri 
Chettur who, I presume, has already communicated them 
to Delhi. 

As I informed you on May 111, I left my post as 
Director of Publicity, Government of Bombay, that day 
and took over my new new duties as Regional Officer, 
Bombay, with the Cehtral Board of FidmCensors, Minis- 
-try of Information and Broadcasting, Government of 
India, the next day, that is, June 15. I have been 
rather busy this last fortnight getting into my stride 
in the new place; hence the delay in writing this 


letter*^ 


\>K 

-> 


May I request you to be good enough to 
communicate Ale contents of this letter to the 
proper quarters in Delhi at your earliest conveni- 
-ence? They my contact me direct, if they wish to* 

With best regards. 





Shri M. D. Bhat, 

Chief Secretary to the 
Government of Bombay, 
Secretariat, 

BOMBAI. 



.1 





My dear Bbat, 


/\M 


Pr. 


I have' Just received year 

✓ « 

d.OaNo.CS/284, dated the 2nd July 
1951, but the letter free Hr.S JL* 


Ayer, stated to have been enclosed, 
was not to be found alongwlth It* 
Perhaps it was not enclosed due to 
an oversight on the part of the 
despateher. Please ascertain and 
let me know. 


Yours sincerely, 



MaDaBhat £s<i«, laCeS a, 

Chief Secretary to Govt .of Bombay, 
Political A Services Dept*, 
Secretariat, 

Bombay . 
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D.O.No. Q^S. | XVK 
Political and Services 
Department , Secretariat, 
Bombay, 2nd July 1951. 


My dear Chakravarty, 

With reference to the 
talk which we had on the telephone 
nearly a month ago, I forward the 
letter which I have received from 
S. A. Ayer in connection with hiis recent 
visit to Japan. 


Yours sincerely. 


(" M.D.Bhat • ) 


• 

Shri’B.N. Chakravarty, ICS, 
Secretary. to the Govt, of India, 
Ministry of External Affairs, 

NEW DELHI. 


t 
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D.O.No. 2-5 


7 +/» 


<-£> 




July 1951. 
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My dear Chettur, 


Q' 


,pt 


.r ^ 1 
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Thank you very much for ycur d.o. latter No. 
F.5(25)/61, date<l the 22nd June 1961. You must have 
by now got our telegram and my d.o. letter No.2£/4/fc00 y 
dated the 25t.h June 1951 which I wrote after we 
received the photostats. I do not quite understand 
why Ayer did not hand over the treasure to you as 
previously promised. You might enquire from Ramaftrarti 
what happened* If Ayer contacts us on his return here 
we will also tackle him. 


N 


As I told you , In my last letter vevna anxious 
to know all about the gold and the treasure and we had 
asked ycu to make necessary enquiries. We had in view 
only some confidential enquiries and we never thought 
that this might lead to any embarrassment. We will 
naturally have to reconsider the matter If the enquiry 
involves a degree of publicity which t*iay prove 
embarrassing not ohly to the Mission but also to the 
Government, before we can consider the matter further 
I shall be grateful if you will let us know why you 
think that the enquiry may be embarrassing. > 


Yours sincerely, 

\ 

(%.H. Chakri 


Chakravarty) 


K.K.Chettur, Esq. , 

Head of Indian Liaison Mission, 
Tokyo. 


D.'0.No.F.5(25)/51* 



BCRET \ 


J). LlfS'-l ) 

y TO? SECRET 

INDIAN LIAISON MISSION 
TOKYO 

22nd June 1951* 


■L 




o 1 


My dear Chakravarty, 

My ton secret D.O. letters of the Gth and llth 
June 1951 have obviously crossed yours No.D. 1959qNG0/51 of 
the 7th June. 


g-f 




2. I now understand that Ayer left by BOAC on the 
llth for Calcutta, though I have not been able to verify 
the earlier report that he had gone to Hokkaido, as 
subsequent reports indicated that his ostensible visit to 
this Island was designed with a view to covering his tracks. 
One such report alleged that he &±d not in fact visit 
Hokkaido, but had gone to Sendai, about 300 miles north 
of Tokyo, to contact an old Japanese colleague who was also 
closely connected with Ayer and Ramamurti and the Netaji 
collections. The last I saw him was on the 5th when he 
called on me to say that he was definitely leaving on the 
8th and to enquire whether any instructions had been 
received from you regarding his proposal to dispose of 
the Heta.ii collections in the manner indicated in paragraph 
3 of my D.O. of the 29th May. He also handed to me at the 
time two photostats which must be in your hands by now. As 
he was very anxious to ascertain your reactions before his 
departure, I sent you, at his request, a most, immediate 
cable on the 5th and assured him that a reply would be 
received by the 7th at the latest. That he did not bother 
to see me again, much less hand over the gold as previously 
promised, or even make qn attempt to find out whether any 
reply had been received from you to the cable despatched 
at his instance, has added to mys my suspicions regarding 
the motives behind his holiday visit to this country. His 
extraordinary statement that he had received a letter from 
you, entrustin' 7 him with two commissions on behalf of the 
Government of India, is also a point worth investigating. 


3. If Government are seriously interested in 
unravelling the mystery surrounding the disappearance of the 
Heta.ii collections, I shall be only too "Tael to make further 
investigations in the matter, but it should be understood 
that such Investigations may involve a degree of publicity 
which, might well Prove embarrassing not only to the Mission 
but also to the Government of India. 


Yours 5 in 



(|erely, 


(K.?*. chettur) 


B.N.Chakravarty, Esq., I.C.3., I > A 

Secretary, Commonwealth Relations, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

Hew Delhi. 



D.O.flo. 2- 


s/V 1 Nao 


26th June 1951. 



Ho.P.5<25)/51, dated the 11th June 1961 .which Z reoelved on 
18th of June. As I wanted to Motion thy ease to P«M. Z had 
wait till ha returned fron his Sepal and Bihar tours. 

P.M. has seen jour letter and also the photostat 
copies of tho letters you sent no with jour d.o. letter Ho.F. 
61 dated the 6th June 1951. P.M. did not quite understand v 
yon should think that there is a lock of interest evinced by 
Government in this natter. Z had to refer him to Harishwar 
Dayal’s latter to Rama Ban. P.M. thought that that latter v 
Issued without his being informed about It. Ba was. therefc 

( particularly anxious that you should take interest in this 
natter and take possession of the gold end other treasure th 
may be possible for you to get now. Z sent you e telegram 
the 23rd June accordingly. ~ N <y 

When I was in Japan X oonfess X Interpreted Haris 
Dayal's latter in the sane way as you hare done. X did t how e 
try to ascertain the facts Just sbout the time X was lea vine 
Japan but X could not make much progress. Baeanurtl blunt] 
denied all knowledge of gold and Jewellery. Vow that P.M. 
desires that wa must taka interest in this natter Z would rr 
you to sake e confidential enquiry and try to ascertain the 
Every Indian in Japan says that Banamurti became rich almost 
overnight and probably there la some truth In their allegata 
But Z do not know whether you will get any evidence to prove 
he had misappropriated the funds. 

Please let ue know when you get the treasure. It 
dlepoeal may be considered later. 


Yours slnosrr 


Shrl K.K.Chettur 


O Ur X IV* fkaUKIO W wur | 

Head of Indian Liaison Mission, 
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top secret 

INDIAN LIAISON MISSION 
TOKYO 

3.1th June 1951. 


V* 


My dear Chakravarty, 

In continuation of my top sepret D.0.No.F.5(*~ 
of the 6th June, I enclose herewith a pre£s cutting from th 
Niooon Times of yesterday, which speaks for itself. The f ' 
that the author of the article is a leading member on the s 
of the important United Press organisation will give you an 
indication of the degree of interest that has been aroused 
local circles, both Indian and American, in Ayer's holiday 
in Janan. As I mentioned in my earlier letters, I have he' 
the most scandalous reports about the Ayer-Ramamurti link 
and I have no reason .whatsoever to doubt their authenticit; 
but in view of the lack of interest evinced by Government 
this matter in the past, I have refrained from pursuing it. 
In any case, I believe you know as much about the case as 
I do and my comments on the subject might seem suDerfluous 


8. SCAP clearance for Ayer's two-week holiday v 
to have exnired on the 8th June, but at his request we ha"; 
had it extended by one week. He called at my office on tv 
5th to bid me good-bye and to tell me that the BOAC had 
confirmed his booking and that he was definitely leaving o 
the morning of the 8th. I understand, however, that he is 
still in Tokyo, though he has made no attemot to contact r 
or to armrise me of the reasons which have led to the ext f 
of his stay in Tokyo -- which incidentally has prevented ” 
from Dassing on khKxgixfcxafxyHistE to him the gist of your 
cable of the 6th June. 


MiJ KJ! 

1 UL i fJr 



(K.K.Chettur) 




B.N. Chakravarty, Esq., I.C.S., 
Secretary, Commonwealth Relations, 
Ministry of External Affairs, 

New Delhi. 
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Mystery oh Bose’s Treasure 
\ Revived W ith A yer’s A rrival 

w ^ * 

B j WILLIAM CHAPMAN 

UP Staff Corrttpondcnt 'i\ f \ 


A meeting of two revolution- 
ary lieutenants to the Indian In- 
dependence martyr, Subhas 
Chandra Bose, has revived the 
mystery of the 1945 disappear- 
ance of $700,000 in gold and 
jewels belonging to the ill-fated 
Indian National Army; 

S. A. Ayer, Director of Public- 
ity for the Government of Bom- 
bay, is vacationing at the home 
of M. R. Murti f president of the 
Far East Trading Company 
here. 

Mr. Ayer was director of the 
Information Office of Chandra 
Bose’s short-lived Independent 
Indian*- Government during 
World War II. , Mr. Murti was 
the Japanese Government con- 
tact man fropt*194i to 1945 for 
Chandra Bose's Indian Inde- 
pendence League, 

Their meeting in T.okyo this 
week was the first for Mr. Affv 


and Mr. Murti since August of 
1946. Mr. Ayer returned to In- 
dia, shortly after the Japanese 
surrender, while Mr. Murti re- 
mained in Japan. 

Members of the Indian com- 
munity in Japan said both were 
principal figures in the disap- 
pearance ' of the sizable war 
chest of, the Japanese-supported 
Indian National Army. 

Mr. Murti, however, claims np 
knowledge of the treasure. Jtfr. 
Ayer, when asked about thg re- 
ports, declined to comment* 

Chandra Bose, one of the£ihre« 
great leaders In the IndLl&p in- 
dependence move, was a man 
of action In contrast to M ahat- 
ma Gandhi or Panpit .Nehru 
During World War II he at 
lied his movement With the fate 
of Japan, when Japan offered 
to help him push the 

iL-OBtlBMCtf OH *' 
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| Mystery 'of Tfeasure 
Revived in Tokyo 


(Continued From^Page 1) 
from India by force. 

Leading an army of Indiana 
recruited from Southeast Asia 
and from , Japanese prisoner-of- 
war camps after the fall of 
Singapore, Chandra Bosd. at the 
pinnacle of his career pushed j 
the British front the Province 
of Imphal lit India and set Up 
an Independent gove^nmtnt 
In the last days of the wax 
he traveled through Thailand, 
Burma and Malaya addressing 
rallies of Indian trader support- 
ers, When he called for finan- 
cial aid, his audience often ^trip- 
ped off golden knicknacks and 
jewelry to contribute. 

In August of 1945 Chandra 
Bose loaded his war fund aboard 
two planes and took off from 
Singapore ,for Tokyo. His plane 
crashed on Formosa on VJ-day 
(Augus tJjD*i The Indian leaden 
diWWfirabout Hi hours i n a 

! flTTg 1 guiU "gn fTTewels aboard 3 
' the plane were confiscated. Mr. 
Ayer came to Japan in another j 
plane, and, according to reports 
from various sections of the Far 
, East, his plane carried the re- 
imainlng gold and Jewels. Ac- 
cording to unconfirmed reports. * 
he turned the treasure over to 
Mr. Murti, the Tokyo repres- 
entative* 

Members of the Indian com- 
munity in Japan said that when j 
Mr. Ayer left Japan for India, 
he did not take the bulky trea- 
sure with him. Mr. Murti claim- 
ed he had no knowledge of the 
estimated $700,000. Mr. Ayer 
politely refused any and all com- 
ment on the subject. 

In the years since the war, 
Mr. Murti lias become a success- 







TOP SECRET 


INDIAN LIAISON MISSION 
TOKYO 

6th June 1961* 


My dear Chakravarty, __ 

In continuation of my D.O. No.F. 5(25)/51 dated 
the 29th May 1951, I enclose herewith two photostats, which 
Ayer handed to me yesterday, of letters purported to have 
been written on the 15th November 1945 by himself and Habibu 

t 

* ; * \ 

Rahman to Ramamurti in the latter's capacity as Chairman of 

, 

the Territorial Committee of the late Indian Independence 
League in Japan. I am await ing your instructions on the^ 
points raised in my previous letter on the subject, which 


VfiHpK • 


I hope will reach me before Ayer leaves Tokyo on the 8th Jun^ 

Yours pine 



(K.K.Cfcettur) 




t 

B. N. Chakravarty , Esq. , I.C.S. , 
Secretary, Commonwealth Relations, 
Ministry of External. Affairs, 

New Delhi. 
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EBIP 


288818 



Pan American World Airways Sente 


ISSUED BY * 

PAN AMERICAN AIRWAYS, INC. 

■»■»«» OF INTERNATIONAL AIR TRANRFORT ARROOIATION 


EXCESS BAGGAGE TICKET 



^^The System of the ^^uincjf C/ippers 

; ^ 


INDORSEMENTS 




REFUND COUPON 
(Not to bo tilled oot ond not volid If tlckot I* Iffood 
oaolnst o Government Tronsportatlon Roqve*t, . 
Worront or othor crodlt contract.) 

Svb|ecl lo the tariff,, ruin ond rogvlolion, of th# Carrier and to 
all applicable lawi and governmental regulations, refund will be 
«ade only lo ihe passenger, unless anolhsr person shall have boon 
designated bolow ai Refund Payee, and In that event only lo such^ 
Refund Payee, and in any cate only upon H mender 01 the Patsen* 
amt Coupon, all unuied Flight Coupons and Excess Baggage 
Tteketii 

f ‘ m ^ ^ ^ 


(Refund Payee) 
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d.o.hoj J)/?r < i~ri<kt\si 


Ministry of External Affairs ft 
Mew Delhi, t. 

7th June 1951* - V ,fj 




My dear Chettur, 


0- 


A 



f r /j£- 

four Secret d.o. letter Xoi5(26)/51 dated the 21st May and, 
your lop Secret d.o. letter of the sane number doled the 29th. May 
: both arrived day before yesterday, Soon after, 1- received your Top 
Secret tplegraa Xo.46 OS dated the 6th of June. I replied to you 
telegram yesterday ‘ after consulting the Prime Minister. 

Ayer's visit to Japan Is by ho means official or even 
officially sponsored. Ayer had appi'oaobadvthe Deputy Minister 7 
through somebody for obtaining « the ■ 8CAP elearanoeJ and a telegraa 
was sent to you under instructions' of the Deputy Minister. i Ayer 
was asked to . furqlshgparticulars directly to you. 

4 n ‘ v- • "* f ^ 

We wondered what the nature of his business was in Japan 
and vc did not know What he Was up* to, After;some'oonside]ration 
ve decided not to ask him point-blank.what he was, going to do jin, 
Japan. We auspeoted that while in JapAn he aight’be doing 
thing about Beta ji's ashes. . therefore rang .tip’tha Chief 

lion 

to you and to us. Wa’thought that'this would give both' you and ' 
us some .idea as to vh&t he was doing , there, > A couple of days 
later I was rung up by the Chief Secretary of 'the Bombay Govern- > 
mant who told me that SCAP clearance had nut been received end 1 ■ 
that unless the olearanoe oasss within "the next two or three days ‘ 
Ayer aould not go. as his leAv*. would exp Ira. We explained to 
him that unless and until the particulars ware made available to 
you the SCAP clearance could not be obtained. As ve did not 
receive any SCAP olearanoe I thought that Ayer had not bean able 
to go to Japan. I did not therefore think it worthwhile troubling 
you. four letter was the *f irst intimation We received of Ayer's 
presence In Japan. ; Apparently the SCAP olearanoe had bean 
communicated to him at Bombay. I am very sorry for this mis- 
calculation as I now find that In trying to save you from Atoms 
trouble! have unwittingly placed you in a difficult situation* 

— These are the facts. We oertainly had no intention of 

seeking Ayer's assistance in getting the ashes. There is ho 
truth in the other stories that he has givan you. The statement 
that he had left behind In Bombay splatter which I am supposed to ; 
have written to him to avoid Its contents being revealed during 
the journey or in any customs examination and that this precaution] 
vas taken at my instance reads too much like a six-penny novel. • 
In fact I have never written to him. When I was in Japan I also 
heard about Ramamurtl misappropriating the funds of the lats 
IndiaiV Independence League as also the personal property of the 
late Subha s Chandra Bose. Ayer's name was also mixed up with 
this. I could not, however, get any reliable evidence. Raw 
murti in fact denied all knowledge of gold and jewellery. It 
therefore Interesting to know that Ayer is now able to produce 
some part of Netaji's collections. The Prime Minister thought 
that there is no point in refusing to aocept the gold if that is 
made over to you by Ayer for safe oUstody. It is realised that 
it may not be possible to bring this gold out of Japan, but that 
Is a matter which can be considered later. Similarly, if he ( 
wanted to show you the papers giving details of what was left 
there is no objection to your receiving these papers and examining 
them. A telegram was sent to you accordingly. I would request 
you to let us know in due oouree whether these papers throw any 
light on this question. 

r% fours sincerely, 

Shrl K.K, Chettur, ■ . J ’L. ■ 14 

^ ** “ T.? ** * **** V</ 
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D. O.No.F. 5(25)/51. 
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TOP SECRET 

INDIAN LIAISON MISSION 
TOKYO 

29th Hay 1951. 






Tfo t^*$J£** Chakravart Y, 
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Ayer, the Publicity Officer attached to the Govern- 
ment of Bombay, who is now in Tokyo, saw me this morning. H e 
dwelt at some length on his previous trio to Japan, his rela- 
tionship to Neta.ii, his knowledge of the tragic circumstances 
in which the latter met his death and his various interviews 
with P.M. , particularly his recent one at the I.N.A. Relief 
meeting. He confided to me in this connection that he had 
been entrusted by the Government of India with t wo missions: 
(i) verification of the authenticity of Neta.ii 1 s ashes which 
he and others had placed for sa^e deposit in a temple In 
Tokvo and (ii) recoverv of the gold and .iewellery which had 
been collected from the plane, in which Neta.ii ™et his death. 
Ayer told me that he had received a letter on the sublect 
from yon and that he had left it behind at Bombay to avoid 
its contents bein" regaled during the .iourney or- in any 
customs examination and that this precaution was taken at 
vour instance. You will no doubt 'be in a position to verify 
his statements. All that I can say is that I cannot quite 
see why vou should have left die in the dark with regard to 
this matter. I should have thought that in the circumstances 
it wa s most essential that I should be kept in touch with 
what was ha'ooenin" , particularly in view of Ayer's past 
history, his relationship with Ramamurti and the scandal 
connected with the disappearance of Neta.ii' s collections. 

My letter on the sublect of Ayer's visit - D. O.No. 5(25)/51 
of the 21st May - must have reached you by now. I may add 
that he was at great pains to assure me that he had been 
trying to return to Janan for ,thd last four years to pay his 
respects to Netali's ashes -- a 1 story which, on the face of 
it, sounded extremely thin. 


2. Ayer's unexpected return here as Ramamurti 's guest 
has, I may add, given rise to considerable speculation however 
and that 'many of the local Indians are now seething with indi- 
gnation at the manner of his return and his renewed 1 associa- 
tion with these two brothers. Not that I personally see any 
reason why. Ayer's choice of his friends should be anybody's 
xxxxSxxxxMKxalaaxKCOTfidadxthKkxxBmaxnscEtxHfxNHksc^xdxxKaiiHKkiaJis 
. > hxdxkaanxxxsTKKd business except his own, but the fact that both I 

• Ramamurti and Ayer were alleged to have had something, to do 
/ -i with the mysterious disappearance of the gold and Iewellery 

collected' by Neta.ii should, I think, have deterred us from J 

encouraging him in his visit to this country or in giving his 
i • visit an official backing. 

3. He also confided that some part of ‘.Neta.ii * s collect- 
ions had been saved, largely of fused and melted "Old orna- 
ments, which in his opinion was warth about a lakh of rupees 
or so. He completely phoo-phooed the storY that some crores 
’■orth of iewels and "old had been saved: indeed he had a 
c- hearty lpugh mhen I told him that local rumour had estimated' 

the value of th&se property at some millions of rupees. He . 
informed me that Col. Ha ( bibui* Rahman and himself had compiled 
elaborate details of what was left and that he would like me 
to go through these lists with him before the gold was shipped 
to India.' His su""estion was that it should be broken up into 
small lots and sent by diplomatic bag to Delhi to be disposed 
of by the Government of India in such manner as they deemed fit 
It does seen odd that he should now be so anxious to divulge 
the existence of this gold, stranger still, if rumour speaks 
correctly, that Ramamurti should have blossomed oVerni"ht l.ntc 
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comparative affluence in 1946 when his compatriots were on 
the verge of starvation and misery. As you are aware, as 
well as I am, of the past history of this case, I am desisting 
from further comment, but I shall be grateful for your very 
clear instructions as to how I should fiirther proceed in this 
matter. 



w 


B.N. Chakravarty , Esq., I.C.S., 
Secretary, Commonwealth Relations, 
Ministry of External Affairs, 

New Delhi. 
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SECRET 







INDIAN LIAISON MISSION 
TOKYO 

21st May 1951. 


My dear Chakravarty, , j 


Will you please refer to the Ministry's secret 
telegram No. 25112 dated the 8th May, asking us to obtain SCAP 
clearance for Mr. S. A. Ayer to visit Japan by the. 15th May on 
a two-week holiiay? ’» 




2. Anart from the fact that the oarticulars required 
under the existing SCAP regulations, of which the Ministry are 
no doubt fully aware, did not reach us until the 16th May, I 
was at a' loss to understand vrhy we should have been rushed in 
this fashion, unless of course -Government were particularly 
interested in the visit, which however seemed unlikely as it 
had beep clearlv stated in the telegram that he was coming 
here for a holiday. We have also had a cable from the Passport 
Officer, Bombay, in ‘this connection. This sudden hurry over 
what is purported to be a holiday trip and the fact that he 
is visiting this country as Ramamurti ' s guest make one wonder 
if there may not be more in it than meets the eye. As you 
are no doubt aware, there have been serious allegations against 
Ramamurti with regard to the misappropriation of the funds of 
the late Indian Independence League, as also the personal 
property of the late Subhas Chandra Bose, consisting of 
considerable quantities, of diamonds, .iewellery, gold and 
other valuable articles. Rightly or wrongly, Ayer's name has 
also been associated with these charges. The matter was 
referred^ to the Ministry in Rama Rau's secret D.O. q£-the 4th 
December 1947 to which Dayal replied in his D.O. No. D. 9593- 
FEA/47 dated the 30th December 1947. I thought I should bring 
this point to your notice for whatever it may be worth. 


3. I hone you are not seeking Ayer's assistance with 
regard to the disposal of Netaji Subhas Bose's ashes now lying 
in a Tokyo temple, as it is most undesirable that he should, 
in view of the suspicions surrounding him, be associated in 
. any manner with the taking over of these relics. 


Yours 


\ 


\ \Chakravarty , Esq. t I.C.S. , 
Vtary , Commonwealth Relations, 
\try of External Affairs, ' 

-el hi. 
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.me file is re-submitted with 
reference to Mr. Chettar’s letter at 
Sr. No.l8-A f and SecyitC.R’s) 

* interim reply thereto at Sr.. No. 

19-A. Secy.(C.fi) wanted to mention 
the 





! matter to P.M. 







